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INTRODUCTION. 


In the year 1835, the library of Dr. Kloss of Frankfort was consigned to tins country for sale by 
public auction, the preparation of the catalogue being intrusted to ray care. The collection was 
one of considerable extent, the greater portion consisting of works printed during the fifteenth 
century, and procured by the learned proprietor for the purpose of facilitating his bibliographical 
researches in the publication of a “ Series of Supplements ” to Panzer’s Typographical Annals. 

When I had nearly completed the catalogue and had almost prepared it for the press, I 
met with the volume on the title of which appears the following manuscript note, as represented 
in fac-simile, No. i., Plate V. 

“ Nulla dies abeat quin linea ducta supersit” 

“ PH. MELANCHTHON." 

Struck with this circumstance, I immediately referred to Dr. Kloss ’s manuscript catalogue of 
his collection, and great was my surprise at finding no mention made of it. That the passage was 
in the autograph of the illustrious Melanchthon required very little consideration ; its authenticity 
was at once evident. I then recollected that, while cataloguing the collection of printed books, I 
had met with a considerable number illustrated with marginal notes in manuscript ; and as, pre- 
vious to the discovery of this volume, I had devoted some little time to the examination of 
Mclanchthon's “ Common Place-Book ” among Dr. Kloss's collection of manuscripts, I com- 
menced an inspection of the manuscripts in general. Finding among them the volume containing 
the Philosophical Collections stated by Dr. Kloss to be in the autograph of Melanchthon, and 
several volumes of grammatical collections and transcripts from classical authors, apparently in 
the handwriting of a youth, it occurred to me, that many of the marginal notes in the volumes 
above alluded to were also in the autograph of the great Reformer at different periods of his life. 

Naturally very much pleased with the discovery, and under the influence, no doubt, of the 
feelings it was calculated to excite, I came to the conclusion that in the collection was embraced 
the mass of what might be termed Melanchthon’s own library. Under this impression I recom- 
menced the examination of the whole of the collection, noting by the way, all those volumes of 
which I thought the notes on the margins to have been from his pen. 

Being however urged to complete the catalogue with as little delay as possible, and, con- 
sequently obliged to carry on the greater part of my investigations at night, it is not to be wondered 
at, should the conclusions to which I was then led occasionally prove erroneous. Thus, it was not 
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until the catalogue was printed, and nearly ready for publication, that I discovered the singularly 
abridged autograph of Melanchthon affixed to the work by Cicero,* particularly noticed in the 
observations upon the first few specimens in the third plate of the present work. Indeed, so 
limited was the period I had to devote to these investigations and consequently so cursory the 
attention I was enabled to bestow upon them, that it was not until it had accidentally come into my 
possession subsequently, at a time when I had more leisure to observe it, that I discovered in like 
manner the signature of Melanchthon appended to a marginal illustration of the Iliad of Homer, 
in a copy of that work which was purchased at the sale by Messrs. Payne and Foss, and passed 
through their hands without their being conscious of the literary treasure it contained; as more 
particularly noticed in the observations upon the fac-simile from the volume in Plate XXXIII. 

A further and more minute examination, however, between the publication of the catalogue 
and the period of the sale, having served to give me a clearer insight into the character of the 
several styles of handwriting they contained, I gradually became aware, that, although correct in 
my general estimate of the volumes in question, errors had crept into my conclusions, some of 
which I was thus enabled to rectify even previous to the sale. 

The same imperfect opportunities of investigation which was the cause of the errors into 
which I had fallen, operated no doubt with other persons, whose opportunity for investigation was 
even yet more limited ; and the consequence was, that, notwithstanding all the internal evidence 
they contained, a general disbelief of their authenticity began to prevail. To remove this 
impression and justify the views I had taken, I executed a series of plates intended to illustrate 
the connection between the several handwritings. Finding, however, that a prejudice still existed, 
which all my efforts at the time were insufficient to subdue, and unwilling to incur the imputation 
of having endeavoured, by undue representation, to enhance the value of property committed to 
my charge, I determined on purchasing the greater part of the volumes myself, with the view of 
entering more largely into the subject, at some future time, when I should have more leisure to 
devote myself to it. 

Since that period I have been enabled, through the kindness of many friends, to collect 
much additional information, to add many very interesting volumes to those I then procured, and 
to devote some little attention to the perusal of such works as xverc illustrative of the life and 
labours of the renowned Reformer. j- 

* To tlie same disadvantages may likewise be attributed an error regarding the name of Marcus Rhetu* 
affixed to the title page of the same work which the author too hastily conceived to be a fictitious appellation, 
arbitrarily adopted by Melanchthon; a conclusion of the incorrectness of which he has since become aware. 

f Indeed, considering that the very interesting memoirs of the life of Melanchthon written by his most 
intimate and constant friend Camerarius, were, comparatively speaking, little known, and finding much valuable 
and additional information in the publication of his correspondence now in progress at Halle, under the title of 
the “ Corpus Refonnatoriun,” edited by Professor Bretschncidcr, I commenced and had proceeded to some 
extent, with a minute account of the most interesting particulars of his life. This, however, owing to my 
constant occupation in business, I have been obliged for the present to relinquish : indeed, I am quite aware of 
my presumption in having even ventured upon so important an undertaking; nevertheless, I feel sure, that the 
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What the intrinsic value of the materials which I have thus brought together may eventually 
prove in a literary point of view, I will not presume to take upon myself to determine. As cal- 
culated to illustrate the character and habits of a man whose opinions exercised so great an 
influence over the Christian world both then and since, their importance will, I think, at once be 
admitted ; and when we consider the great vigour and originality of his mind, together with the 
constant habit of committing his thoughts to paper, (a habit in which he at all times of his busy 
life appears excessively to have indulged), there can be no doubt that amongst such a mass of 
matter coming from his pen, there must be a great deal which would amply repay the critical 
researches of the learned. 

"With so many instances before us, it would almost appear superfluous to detain the reader 
by adducing evidences of the great extent to which Melanchthon was wont to earn,' this habit, 
(a habit contracted from his very earliest days,) of inserting in writing, sometimes on separate 
paper, but most generally on the margins and blank spaces of such books as he happened at the 
time to be engaged in reading, the opinions he entertained concerning them, or apposite illustra- 
tions from ancient classical authors which the nature of the passages themselves w'ere calculated 
to suggest. This is, indeed, a point to which Camerarius, his biographer and friend, expressly 
alludes, at the same time giving us to understand the importance which those, even of his own day, 
were accustomed to attach to these spontaneous and hasty effusions of his pen. After mentioning 
the practice of Melanchthon in always taking with him to public meetings a copy of the Holy 
Scriptures, he adds : “And as he was in the custom of inscribing in his books the useful and remark- 
able passages from the works of the ancients, which principally caught his attention in their 
perusal, occasionally illustrating them with his own observations, those who happened to see these 
books became particularly eager to obtain possession of them. Philip, therefore, being naturally 
very liberal, and inclined to please every body as far as it was in his power, frequently supplied 
by purchasing others, the place of those which had either been stolen from him, or bestowed upon 
his friends." * 


mere detail of the daily occupations of the memorable Melanchthon, collected chiefly from the materials men- 
tioned, would not be uninteresting, but would tend to sen e as a foundation for a more general history of his 
life and of those important theological transactions in which he took so distinguished a part. 

Of the extensive and valuable work edited by Professor Bretschncidcr, of which five volumes are already 
published, it is impossible to speak too highly. These contiun the letters of Melanchthon, with some few of 
his writings in connection with them, to 1515 inclusive. The first volume commences with an account of the 
various editions of letters previously published, and a minute enumeration of all his letters and other documents 
preserved in the public libraries and other places on the continent. To each volume is affixed a portion of a 
diary in which the principal facts of his life are chronologically arranged, thus entitled by the learned editor 
“ Annales Vitas Philippi Melanchthonis.” 

♦ Cumque asscrilserentur ab eo in chartis passim utiles ct pncclane sententite veterum, qua; ei illorum 
scripta legenti potissimum arrisissent, et nonnulis in locis explicationes quasdam, quibus contigerat libros istos 
viderc, ab his copia ipsorum maxima cupiditatc expetebatur. Itaque cum esset Philippas natura libcralissimus 
et ad gratificanduin cunctis, quibus posset rebus, proclivis ssepe ablatos istos suos et donates aliquibus libros 
comparatis aliis mutavit .” — Camerarii Vita Philippi Melanchthonis, recensnit Strobelins, llalw, 1767, p. 16. 
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But it is to the works themselves that we need only look for the confirmation of this circum- 
stance; and here indeed we shall find ample evidence of the extraordinary perseverance and 
industry which characterized this distinguished individual. Others, no doubt, might be adduced 
among the most distinguished scholars and men eminent for their literary attainments, who were 
likewise in the habit of illustrating their books with marginal annotations, (a practice of which 
indeed we are not without examples even at the present day); and it is not improbable, but from the 
public and private libraries in this country alone, above a thousand volumes might be enumerated, 
which owe their principal value to the autograph illustrations of the great characters through whose 
hands they have passed. I believe, however, I am fully justified in asserting that, by no person 
of equal renown in the literary world, has this practice been carried to a greater extent than by 
the subject of the present observations. 

In illustration of this fact, independent of the numerous evidences elsewhere to be found, 
we have now to refer to the collection of printed books which we have above noticed, as forming 
a portion of that consigned to this country' for sale by Dr. Kloss, and which I make no question 
originally' constituted, in a greater or less degree, the library' of the great Reformer himself. 

Some persons, it. is true, arguing chiefly from a presumed insufficiency' of his means, have 
taken upon them to doubt, that at any time Melanchthon was in possession of a sufficient number 
of books to be properly termed a library, or indeed that he ever owned any books at all, beyond 
the ordinary ones proper to his calling and the great object of his life.* This, however, is a point 
upon which our testimonies are more than ordinarily conclusive. That Melanchthon, at an early 
period of his life, was in the possession of many books may be clearly shewn. His great patron 
and relation Reuchlin, in a long letter j- to Frederic Elector of Saxony, dated the 7th of May 1518, 
(wherein, after entering minutely into the affairs of the University of Wittemberg, and regretting 
that, owing to his age, he himself was unable to accept the vacant chair of head Greek Professor, he 
recommends Melanchthon to the attention of his Highness,) so expresses himself upon the subject 
of his young friend’s intended removal to Wittemberg, as to leave no doubt that the library of 
Melanchthon was even then of considerable importance. “Now, most Gracious Prince and Lord,” 
he writes, “it is indeed necessary that Philip should seriously prepare for the intended journey; 
he must take all his books with him, for without books, especially in the head school, no one can 
properly either teach or give lectures. lie therefore intends to convey his books to Wittemberg, 
through the medium of the merchants of your territory' at the approaching fair at Frankfort, and 
then ride in their company, as he is unacquainted with the roads and places he is to travel through. 

I shall therefore entreat your Royal Highness to give orders to a tradesman under your direction, 

• That Melanchthon’s finances were never such as to justify this conclusion, we have only to refer to his 
biographer Camerarius, who, in his life, page 41, explicit)’ states that, had it not been for his generous disregard 
for tlte accumulation of wealth, (a characteristic which Winshemius, in his funeral oration, has not omitted to 
notice,) Melanchthon might have bequeathed a richer inheritance to his family : “ in quibus modice retinendis si 
panlulum attentions eotuissii adhibere, potuisset locupletiorem hereditatem suis relinqucre.” 

f Corpus Refonnatorum, vol. i., p. 27 et seq. 
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to take him under his particular care and company all the way; and also to undertake the convey- 
ance of his books, so that he may safely arrive at your Royal Highness’s place of residence with all 
his property. lie shall be there during the next fair at Frankfort, about the day of the exaltation 
of the Holy Cross, in Book-street (der Bucliergasse) at Mr. Thomas Anshelmus’s, printer and 
publisher of Hagen aw.” 

The desire of accumulating books, which had thus developed itself in his earliest days, was 
not likely to have decreased with his advancing years; and accordingly we find that, even in 1521, 
Melanchthon had expended much of his means in the formation of his library : “ magna pecunia 
me bibliothecam aliunde parare,” he observes, in his letter of that date to the Secretary Spalatine, in 
reference to Reuchlin's unexpected disposal of his books. Indeed the bibliomaniacal propensities 
of the great Reformer could not be more clearly and amusingly displayed than in the letter alluded 
to, written upon the subject of Reuchlin’s bequest of his library to the College at Pforzheim. The 
half-suppressed jealousy with which he relates the claims of the college in question, and the 
apparent reluctance with which he touches upon his own ; his plausible disavowal of any expect- 
ation of so great a consideration at the hands of his friend, coupled with the seemingly unconscious 
revival of the promise he states to have been made to himself ; and above all, the ludicrous manner 
in which he reconciles himself to the loss, upon the consideration that indeed “ except the Aldiucs 
there were scarcely two books worth having ;” altogether combine to exhibit the genuine character 
of the collector in a point of view at once interesting and entertaining. 

From this and other sources then, we arrive at the knowledge that the library of Melan- 
chthon was by no means so insignificant as some persons would fain imagine it to have been ; while 
at the same time, owing to the great value which we have already observed to have been attached 
to the literary relics of this excellent man, the great desire to possess copies of works which had 
passed through his hands, and bore internal evidence of his research, occasioned an apparent 
extension of his collection, which could in fact no otherwise be accounted for. Scarcely had 
Melanchthon become possessed of a volume, and commenced to invest it with his wonted 
autograph, ere some officious friend or devoted admirer would endeavour to appropriate it to 
his use; either supplying another copy of the same, or indeed frequently without any such 


* " Do Capnionis (Reuchlini) bibliotheca ipsae niiper adeo rescivi, quid constitutum sit. Legata est collegio 
sacerdotum Phorcen. Fuit ca urbs, quod scis opinor, patxia Capnionis, quam voluit hoc sui monumento, 
quantum intelligo, imprimis oniatam esse. Mihi eandem, nec sine teste, promisit, et bcneficium verbis est 
initum. Verum quae fuerit mutandi consilii causa, suspicari vix possini. Qui mihi excusant factum aiunt, 
Lutherano nomine, cujus esse me studiosum non nego, alienatum. Ego prater vulgaria ofticia nihil unquam de 
Capnione mihi sollicitus sum, tametsi et amicitia nostris vetus sit cum illius familia, et me diligere etiam impense 
videretur. Neque item significavi unquam spcrarc me tantum munus, et videbat, magna pccunia me bibliothecam 
aliunde parare. Prater Aldinae oflicinse opera vix duos habet libellos, quod mireris; ne putes, magnam jacturam 
esse factam hoc tanquam e faucibus erepto bolo. Hebruicos ipse plurimi faciebat, et magno emerat, in quibus 
nihil est quod probem prater biblia. At ea alioqui extant. Reliqua 4vflf«x£v dtpKvgfc. Habes et cujus modi sit 
bibliotheca, et quibus legata est Tu, quid sentias, rescribc .” — Philippi Melanchthonis Epistolu Georgio Spalatino 
Corpus Reformatorum, voL i., p. 646. 
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reparation, as we have already had occasion to notice on the authority of Camerarius. Indeed, 
to such an extent did this mania for possessing memorials of the great Reformer proceed, that (as 
we learn from the “ Brevis Narratio " * published by the professors of Wittcmberg immediately 
after his decease,) the very pens he had used, the bits of written paper which lay scattered about 
his study, became a prey to the cupidity or devotional ardor of those who had obtained permission 
to inspect his remains. 

With this circumstance before us, therefore, we need not feel surprised at the various 
copies of tile Holy Scriptures which are extant, containing illustrations in the autograph of the 
great Melanchthon. A commentator of weight upon all points of classical literature, the authority 
of Melanchthon on matters of scriptural concern was necessarily of paramount value and import- 
ance. To possess a copy of the Bible which bore his annotations and explained his views, or 
(where such was a favor too great to be expected) which was honored by his autograph, or the 
simple transcript of some sacred text of his selection, was an object which the greatest in rank 
and literature were proud to acknowledge. In a letter to Vitus Theodoras in 1541 we have the 
interesting evidence of Melanchthon himself, in the relation of his compliance with the request of 
his friend Symon Grynaeus, to bestow upon him his copy of the Bible, and the acquisition of no 
less than tzro other copies, to which this little act of liberality on his part accidentally subjected 
him.j' 

To this desire of possessing copies of works which had once been the property of 
Melanchthon, at a time subsequently when, owing to the increasing spread of the opinions he had 
advocated, and the opposition which in consequence they and all who professed them experienced 
from the Court of Rome and its dependant Sovereigns, such a propensity was attended with more 
danger than honour, is also to be attributed another circumstance, particularly characteristic of the 
class of books which form the subject of the following fac-similes ; I allude to the frequent oblitera- 
tion of the name and signature of the Reformer, which has augmented the difficulty of duly assign- 
ing the pen to which the writings in question are to be ascribed. That this may in some instances 
have arisen from a malicious desire to cancel the memory of so formidable an innovator of the 
most popular prejudices of the day, is not to be disputed ; although in general, it is to the higher 
motive, namely, the fears of the individual coupled with respect for the author of the principles 
he had secretly learned to adopt, that I have been inclined to assign it. This circumstance the 
writer of the memoir of Melanchthon in the “ Biographic Unkerselle " has not failed to notice, 
although without offering any explanation of the fact: “ On trowce dans presques toutes les anciennes 

* “ Opinio autem de mortuo et affcctio erga hunc in spectatoribus illis ex eo etiam turn apparuit, quod 
pcnnula; quibus in scribendo usus fuerat, ct charUe in quibus aliquid sua manu descripserat, et qua: in pavimento 
mus&i abjecta- jacebant, ct qua>cunquc alia usus et prasentia illius menioriam testari posseut, A quibusdam 
studiosissime colligerentur universa.” — Brevis Narratio exponent, quo fine vita in terris sua in clauseril Reverendus 
Vir D. Philippas Melanthon, $c. Witterbergee, 1560. 

f “ Cum Wormacia ossemus, dedi Grynao petenti Biblia mea, postea omi Argentinenscm editionem, qua 
adeo mendosa est, ut rursus Petreii editionem requiram. Witeberga decrant exempla. Quarc mihi a Petrcio 
ernes unum exemplum, pretium mittain.” — Corpus Reformatorum, vol. iv., p. 156. 
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bibliotheques de France, des eremplaires des outrages classiques de Melancthon ; mais il est rare que le 
frontispice n’en soil pas mutili, et que le nom de V auteur tit n ait pas 6U effaci ou tronque ante une exactitude 
minuticuse.” In addition to the several instances which will be found related throughout the 
following sheets, I shall here only observe, that I am in possession of a copy of Calvin’s “ Institutio 
Christian <e Religionis," from the lower part of the title page of which the signature of Martin Luther 
has been sedulously erased ; not however so successfully, but that, with close sent tiny, the general 
outlines of the name may be clearly discerned. 

The multiplicity of the styles in which the notes and illustrations of many of the works 
which form the subject of our observations in the following pages appear to have been written is, 
I must allow, such as at first sight might well justify a suspicion prejudicial to that unity of 
authorship which it is our particular object to establish. This diversity of appearance, however, 
I think I shall be able to show, is not so important as to affect our general conclusions upon that 
point. On a minute examination of the several fac-similes throughout the present volume, the 
reader will find, that the diversity of styles is by no means so great as a cursory view might incline 
him to imagine. Throughout all the varieties of writing assigned to the pen of Melanchthon, the 
same peculiarities, the same general character, may be more or less obviously traced. To 
exemplify this by reference to the fac-similes in question, would in fact be to anticipate the 
province of our future pages, and would besides involve us in details far too extensive for our 
present preface. Suffice it to say, that the difference in appearance is by no means in reality such 
as to interpose any obstacle to the conclusion that the writing, whatever its general character, 
may be all by one hand. Executed at different periods and after long intervals of time, on paper 
of such different qualities and texture, and with pens of such different degrees of fineness, from 
the quill to the reed, and above all, fluctuating between such extremes of size, modified of course 
by the limited nature of the spaces in the books, upon the blank leaves and margins of which he 
was accustomed to write, sufficient reasons appear to account for a greater diversity in appearance 
than is characteristic even of the writing we have been induced to ascribe to Melanchthon. 

Admitting, however, a certain diversity in the character of the writing, it still remains to 
be shewn, that such a diversity, under the special circumstances of the case, is by no means 
qualified to disprove our conclusion that the whole may be the production of one and the same 
pen. The ordinary writing of all Germans in their vernacular tongue, is, as we all know, exceed- 
ingly different from that which they adopt in any other language; while another variety not less 
striking is displayed in cases where, as is not uncommon, both the German and Roman characters 
are simultaneously employed. In all the early specimens of Melanchthon’s cursive Latin hand, 
is to be found a mixture of the German, which neither appears in his Latin round hand, or that 
used by him in his epistolary correspondence. The German hand of Melanchthon, however, 
does not in any way ever partake of the Latin character; a peculiarity in w'hich lie differs exceed- 
ingly from Luther, whose handwriting, (as may be seen in the fac-similes given in Plates XXX. 
and XXXI.,) displaying obvious mixtures of both, presents nevertheless the same general 
appearance. 
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Again, however little the ordinary writing of men may alter after the character of their 
hand has been once formed, we have too frequent proofs of how variously men may write who 
addict themselves to rapid composition, to allow us to be guided in our opinion of the genuine- 
ness of any particular autograph, from its presenting an aspect different from what we have been 
accustomed to attribute to it. The very difference of the circumstances under which a phrase is 
written, in many instances, suggests a difference in the character of the hand employed. Thus, 
in a note or letter upon a full sheet of paper, where the matter is not expected to exceed the 
limits assigned to it, the writing may be presumed to present a very different appearance from 
that which the writer would have adopted, had he had to embody Ills sentiments within the 
confined limits of the margin of a printed book ; while, at the same time, the familiar nature of 
the one, and the more serious character of the other, would at once occasion a very different 
degree of care in their execution. No man, in the almost sacred margins of a valuable work, 
would choose to express his opinions in characters as free as he would feel no objection to employ 
in a letter to a friend upon ordinary matters. Nay, the very pen which he would use under the 
different circumstances, would of necessity be different; and accordingly we do find that the 
greater part of his letters were written by Melanchthon with an instrument so rude as to leave little 
doubt that he generally employed a reed-pen for the purpose : which, indeed, the coarse nature of 
the paper, and the rapidity with which he was in the habit of writing, occasioned by the great 
extent of his correspondence, almost rendered imperative. Fallacious, therefore, would indeed 
be any conclusion which we might be inclined to come to regarding the autograph of Melanchthon 
in the illustration of a favourite author, upon the consideration alone of the hand he was accus- 
tomed to adopt in his epistolary correspondence, or his general writing upon a more extensive 
scale. 

In the early intimacy of Melanchthon with his relation and patron Reuchlin, one reason 
may no doubt be found of his great proficiency in the art of writing, and the variety of styles 
which he was consequently in the habit of employing. That Reuchlin was an adept in this art, we 
may conclude from the fact recorded that, during his sojourn at Paris, when a young man, he was 
actually enabled to obtain his livelihood by copying manuscripts ; a practice, at that period, 
much more in vogue than at present, when the great extension of printing has completely super- 
seded the necessity of transcribing copies of works, and almost entirely annulled the art and 
calling of the scribe. As this branch of the education of youth was still constantly called into 
requisition, more especially in the monasteries, (which, indeed, were among the last to admit and 
profit by that discovery which has since, more than any other, contributed to enlighten the world) 
there is little doubt that both Melanchthon and Luther (whose proficiency in the monastic style of 
writing, as well as rubricating, may be judged of in the specimen we have given of the prayers 
written by him, in No. i. Plate XXXI. following) had early acquired a facility in the use of their 
pens, which subsequent events, coming in aid of a natural inclination that way, tended to foster 
and enlarge. Indeed, among the volumes illustrated by the pen of Melanchthon, are several con- 
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taining initial letters and capitals ornamented in the monastic style, evidently with the same ink 
used in the writing of the notes, and consequently obviously executed by the same hand. 

In the same volumes, and bearing likewise evident tokens of the identity of the person by 
whom they were designed, are several little sketches in pen and ink on the margins, illustrative 
of the text of the author, and displaying, in no small degree, the fancifulness no less than the 
skill of the individual, whom, in the cases subsequently referred to, we feel no hesitation in 
pronouncing, notwithstanding the apparent incongruity, to have been Melanchthon himself. 

And, indeed, if we examine a little more closely, we shall find that this incongruity is 
much more in appearance than in reality; the character of Melanchthon in private life, as handed 
down to us through the labours of his intimate friend and biographer Camerarius, rather favour- 
ing than otherwise the conclusion we have come to on that point. The 12th, 16th, 17th, 18th, 
20th, and 21st chapters of his interesting memoir, which Camerarius has more particularly 
devoted to the domestic life of his illustrious friend, contain many instances, indicative of the 
natural simplicity and humorous character of the great Reformer. When only eleven years of 
age, we arc informed, his patron Reuchlin having had occasion to be absent for a while, 
Melanchthon amused himself in getting up, as it is technically termed, a small dramatic entertain- 
ment of a ludicrous character, which had some time before been written by the former, distri- 
buting the parts among his schoolfellows, that they might learn and perform it in the presence of 
Reuchlin upon his return ; which they accordingly did, much to his own merriment, and the 
satisfaction of him for whose amusement it was designed.* This circumstance is the more 
interesting, as we learn it was upon this occasion that he adopted, at the instance of Reuchlin, 
the name which he has since rendered so illustrious ;f- according to a custom general among 
those of that day who had either become sufficiently eminent to merit such a distinction, or 
acknowledged, as in the present case, those secret aspirations after renown which in many 
instances are the sure forerunners of its attainment 

Indeed Camerarius % explicitly states the character of Melanchthon to have been that of a 
cheerful and humorous, rather than of an ascetic or morose divine; that he had no dislike for 
jocularity and mirth, but was rather a promoter of it, both in himself and others, at a proper 
time and in its proper place ; and even relates it as an illustration of his humorous propensities 
that he found much delight in playing with children, exercising their youthful ingenuities by 
devising enigmatical propositions, and reaping much pleasure from observing the exertions they 
displayed in their endeavours to solve them. 


* Camerarii Vita Ph. Melanchthonis, p. 10. 

f The word Melanchthon is composed of /xiAsuv*, nigra, and terra, being the Greek synonymous 
with the German words Schzcartz-erde. In like manner was the name of Reuchlin transposed by Hermolaus 
Barbanis into that of Capnio ; Kitys; in Greek, answering to the word Ileuch, or rather Rauch, in German, 
signifying smoke. Erasmus, Cruciger, and many other eminent men obtained their names from a similar source. 

* Camerarii Vita Ph. Melanchthonis, pp. 59 and 60. 
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From all these we learn, then, that the natural bent of Melanckthon's disposition was 
certainly that of innocent humour, perfectly consistent with the proceeding we have seen him 
adopt, in the varied and fanciful use of his pen. 

Indeed, if any further proofs were required of the influence which his natural character at 
all times exercised over his writing, none stronger need be adduced than the extraordinary variety 
which he introduced into the mode of signing his name. If there is any one circumstance more 
than another, in which the generality of men are wont to observe particularly conformity, it is in 
the construction of their sign manual ; and though there are some persons, no doubt, who, from the 
infrequency of their correspondence, or otherwise, have contracted no special method of affixing 
their names, this irregularity seldom extends to more than two or three variations at the most, and 
are generally more observable in the character of the writing than in the substance of the words 
or signs employed.* It is true that in former times a greater laxity or fickleness in this point 
certainly prevailed; and many men of note might be cited from the history of the period 
immediately subsequent to the middle ages, who varied occasionally the mode of writing their 
names, though none to the great extent which we have here occasion to notice in the case of 
Melanchtkon. Indeed Luther himself does not appear always to have employed the same mode 
of signing his name. Out of the four fac-siniiles from his correspondence given in Plates XXX. 
and XXXI. there is one (from his letter to Thomas Grom-well, Earl of Essex, No. n., 
Plate XXXI.) in which, contrary to his usual custom, he concludes his name with a small r; 
again, in a letter, the property of the eminent composer and pianist, William Sterndale Bennet, 
he has signed his name Marl. I.uthcr, another variation by the abridgment of his Christian name, 
not in many instances elsewhere probably to be met with. 

Of Melanchthon’s method of signing his name, no less than sixty variations appear 
in his correspondence previous to 1545, as given in the volumes of the “ Corpus Reforma- 
torum," already edited by Professor Bretschneider, whose industry in procuring accurate 
transcripts of all his letters from the originals in the public libraries on the Continent, we have 
noticed in our observations upon Plates XXIV. to XXVIII.; and there is little doubt, if we may 
judge from the preceding, that many more might be added from his subsequent correspondence. 
For the satisfaction of the reader, we have subjoined, at the end of this preface, a Plate, in which 

• In Mr. Salisbury's extraordinary collections relating to the Emperor Napoleon, are two official letters 
dated previous to his first Italian campaign, in one of which he signs his name Buonaparte ; while in 
the other, written in the very morning of the same day, he subscribes himself Bonaparte; probably 
the first instance of his having made use of the signature he afterwards invariubly employed. As a curious 
instance of the uncertainty which occasionally prevails in a matter one would think least likely of all to 
admit of a doubt, may be mentioned a circumstance which occurred to Mr. Sainsbury in relation with another 
member of the same illustrious family. When mentioning the fact above related to the Prince de Canino 
(Louis Bonaparte), the latter declared the mode of spelling the family name to have been always without the 
u; adding, that he had never written it otherwise himself. His astonishment may therefore be conceived 
when Mr. Sainsbury put into his hand a document signed by himself in the very manner he so strenuously 
disowned. 
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these variations in the signature of Melanchthon, are arranged according to the dates of the 
documents from which they have been taken. 

In connection with these signatures, there is one peculiarity which is particularly deserving 
of notice; namely, the almost universal omission of the dot over the letters i in the Christian 
name, and the almost invariable use of the same over the final letter whenever it happens to be 
employed in the genitive case. Having observed this peculiarity as prevailing throughout all his 
writings with which I was acquainted, and being desirous of extending my experience upon this 
point, I wrote to Director Lichtenthaler of Munich, from whom I had already received much 
kind attention, requesting that he would have the goodness to order an examination into the 
signatures of Melanchthon attached to his autograph correspondence in the collection of that 
capital, amounting in all to upwards of five hundred letters, and to send me his conclusions thereon ; 
in return I had the satisfaction of receiving the following note: 

Munich, 13 May, 1839- 

“ Sir, — Concerning the question on the dots to the letter i in the manuscripts of Melan- 
chthon, you may be assurred, that M., though elsewhere not careless in his points, has generally 
neglected it in his proper Christian name. 

Among all our autograph signatures of his we find 

but 8 — 10 thus written - Philippus, 

and about 12 thus ----- Phihppus, 

Once occurs ------ Philippus, 

but in a spotted place, so that there is a doubt, whether the dots come from Mclanchthon’s pen 
or only from accident. 

I have the honor to be, 

Sir, 

Your obedient Servant, 

Dir. Lichtenthaler.” 

Thus it appears that out of above five hundred letters, only one instance can be 
found of Melanchthon having dotted the letters i in his Christian name, and that instance even 
questionable. 

In addition to the cases adduced from his epistolary correspondence, I have to add above 
one hundred and seventy occasions where the word Philippus occurs throughout the manuscript 
illustrations of the volumes from which the following fac-similes have been selected ; of these, 
above one hundred and fifty present the name without a dot over either of the letters i; in ten a 
dot is to be found over one or other of the same vowels ; and four only have both the letters 
dotted : yet, in almost all instances where the name occurs in the genitive case, the final letter is 
dotted, as in almost all other instances where the same letter occurs throughout his writing; a 
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coincidence only to be accounted for on the hypothesis of inveterate custom, and affording 
strong grounds for governing our conclusions regarding the autograph of Melanchthon in all 
cases where opportunities present themselves to avail ourselves of it. 

Indeed, the real orthography of Melanchthon’s name is a point concerning which a 
difference of opinion appears to have prevailed amongst his commentators ; some adhering to the 
mode by which he has been designated throughout the present volume, and others, by far the 
greater number, inclining to the omission of the letters ch, the representatives of the Greek £, in 
the word which forms the second syllable of his adopted appellation. This is a confusion, 
however, which takes its rise chiefly from the practice of the Reformer himself, who appears to 
have made this change in the mode of spelling his name at a particular period of his life. In all 
his writings, documentary or otherwise, up to the year 1531, as Professor Bretschneider observes,* 
Melanchthon adhered invariably to the literal transcription of the Greek primitive he had adopted, 
and which, in consideration of its correctness, we have accordingly retained. Subsequently to 
the period in question, when, no doubt, his correspondence had increased to such an extent as to 
render every point which could facilitate his labours a matter of consideration, he generally 
rejected the letters alluded to, and signed his name simply Melanthon ; a contraction which in 
some few instances has been further abbreviated by the omission of the final n, for what reason it 
would not be easy to determine. In no instance, however, with which either the learned 
Professor, or myself are acquainted, has he ever employed in his writing the original cog- 
nomen of his family, Schzcartzerd. 

Tlius we have endeavoured, we hope satisfactorily, to reconcile the great diversity which 
appears at first sight to characterize the writing in the volumes in question with the opinion we 
had hazarded in the commencement, ascribing the manuscript illustrations generally to the pen of 
the renowned Reformer. Not that we may not in some instances have erred. Perfect accuracy 
in such matters is not always to be expected: how far we have attained it, is a point on which the 
reader will be better able to determine when he shall have perused the observations upon the fol- 
lowing plates. 


* Corpus Reformatonun, vol. i., cxxxi. 
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Philippas MclanchthoN 

(1515.) Vol. 1. p. 7. 

Ph. M. 

1526. Vol. I. p. 801. 

Philip. Melanch. 

1539. Vol. III. p. 708. 

Phil. Mclanchthon 

1518. Vol. I. p. 28. 

Philippus Melan. 

1526. Vol. I. p. 833. 

Philipp. Melanthon 

1539. Vol. III. p. 774. 

Philippus 

1518. Vol. I. p. 32. 

Philipps. Mclanct. 

1526. Vol. I. p. 835. 

Philipp. Mel. 

1539. Vol. III. p. 789. 

Philippus tuus 

1518. Vol. I. p. 43. 

P. M. 

1527. Vol. I. p. 867. 

Philippus M. 

1539. Vol. III. p. 872. 

Philipp. 

1518. Vol. I. p. 45. 

Philippus Melanthon 

1527. Vol. I. p. 871. 

Phil. M. 

1539. Vol. IV. p. 1053. 

Phil, tuus 

1518. Vol. I. p. 56. 

Philippus MelanthoN 

1527. Vol. I. p. 929. 

Ph. Melan. 

1541. Vol. IV. p. 105. 

Philipp. Melanch. 

1519. Vol. I. p. 61. 

1527. Vol. I. p. 958. 

ip. M. 

1541. Vol. IV. p. 113. 

Philippus Melanchthon Tuus 

1519. Vol. I. p. 61. 

Philip. Melan. 

1528. Vol. I. p. 940. 

Phil. Melan. 

1541. Vol. IV. p. 648. 

Phil. Melanthon 

1520. Vol. I. p. 265. 

Melanchthon 
1529. Vol. I. p. 1023. 

Ph. 

1542. Vol. IV. p. 752. 

Tuus Philippus Mela. 

1520. Vol. 1. p. 152. 

Philippus Melanchton 

1529. VoL I. p. 1095. 

Philipp. Melan. 

1542. Vol. IV. p. 776. 

<pl?.ITT5f 4 rc( 

1520. Vol. I. p. 162. 

Philippus Melantho 

1530. Vol. 11. p. 435. 

P. Melanth. 

o. rf. Vol. IV. p. 969. 

T. Phil. Mel. 

1520. Vol. I. p. 266. 

Phil. Melanch. 

1533. Vol. II. p. 663. 

Ph. Melanthon. 

». d. Vol. IV. p. 1014. 

izro; 6 !isA*yz6*v 

1521. Vol. I. p. 358. 

Ph. Mel. 

1534. Vol. 11. p. 698. 

P. Melanthon. 

«. rf. Vol. IV. p.1024. 

Philippus Mel. 

1522. Vol. 1. p. 542. 

Phil. Melanth. 

1534. Vol. 11. p. 735. 

Philip. Melathon. 

1544. Vol. V. p 327. 

Phil. Mel. 

1522. Vol. I. p. 568. 

Ph. Melanchthon 

1534. Vol. 11. p. 740. 

<J>. pnescr. 

1545. Vol. V. p. 790. 

Qif.ixrtf 

1522. Vol. I. p. 573. 

Philip. Melanth. 

1534. Vol. II. p. 780. 

Philippus pater 

1543. Vol. V. p. 107. 

Philippus i 

1523. Vol. I. p. 604. 

MrA. 

1535. Vol. II. p. 874. 

Phil. Mclanchth. 

1543. Vol. V. p. 167. 

Philippus Melanch. 

1523. Vol. 1. p.614. 

<piAmrc< MfA. 

1538. Vol. HI. p. 559. 

Phil. Mela. 

1543. Vol. V. p. 251. 

Philippus Mclanchthon 

1524. Vol. 1. p. 657. 

Philippus Melanth. 

1538. Vol. III. p. 566. 

P. Mel. 

1544. Vol. V. p. 281. 

$. 4 M. 

1526. Vol. I. p. 792. 

Philippus Melan. tuus 

1539. Vol. in. p. 681. 

1 

Philip. Melant. 

1544. Vol. V. p. 281. 


PLATE II 


I. Hisloria sanctissime matris Anne, per Rudolphum Agriolam edita. 

Lipsia, Jac. T/ianner, 1507. 4to. 

This volume was purchased at the sale of a collection of early printed books consigned to this country 
from Germany. The gentleman to whom they belonged had re-bound, as was his usual custom, many 
of his books in thick blue covers, and to the present volume subjoined a manuscript copy of a Latin 
poem, and a fragment, apparently a portion of the first page of an exposition of the rudiments of the 
Greek language. It is from thus fragment, that the first specimen in this plate is taken, being an 
enumeration of the Greek Alphabet. The character of the writing is very similar to that found in other 
volumes, and ascribed to the pen of Melanchthon when a youth. 

The second specimen comprises the first line of the text, with its own gloss, and that of the second 
line of the manuscript poem above mentioned. The initial letter at the commencement is rubricated, 
as are also the first letter in each line for the first three pages. 

The third specimen is a fac-simile of the first four lines of a note on the title page of the printed work, 
in which character some of the marginal notes and gloss are written, but evidently at a later period. 

II. Plutarchi Apopthegmata, e Greco traducta , Philelpho interpretc. Daventria, 1499- 4to. 

The notes in this volume are all in a cursive hand ; the first specimen, from the title page, exhibits 
the similarity in the formation of the Greek letters found in these early writings assigned to Melanchthon. 
On the reverse of the last page are Latin verses in manuscript, and at the end occurs a contraction, (see 
specimen 2,) not improbably intended for P/iilippus. The capital letters of the text, and also of the 
manuscript notes, are rubricated. 

III. Rhasis Tractatus M edict, $c. <£c Venetiis, 1500. fol. 

The study of medicine was one of Melanchthon's earliest amusements.' The contents of thus 
volume have been very carefully perused, and marginal references made to the subjects treated on, while 
in some few instances, occur pen and ink sketches, of which specimens are here given. These, as the 
reader will perceive, are evidently the execution of a boy. 

IV. Virgilii Bucolica. Lipsia, Jac. Thanner, 1506. 4to. 

These specimens tend to show, that Melanchthon, even as a school boy, occasionally founded the 
character of his writing upon that of the printed text of the book upon which he happened to be at the 
time engaged. The notes in this volume appear to have been written when he was not more than nine 
or ten years old ; the first line of each is in a large hand to imitate the printed text, while the capitals 
are closely copied, as may be seen in the four specimens given; the corresponding letters from the 
text being placed before them. 

V. Virgilii JEneidos libri duodecim. Lipsia, 1505. 

“ Amata se suspendit.” “ Et nodum informis leti trabe nectit ab alta.” 

In the margin, opposite to this line in the twelfth book, is drawn, with pen and ink, the figure 
in specimen I. It is not at all a bad illustration of the passage thus translated by Drydon: 

“ Then round a beam, a running noose she ty’d ; 

" And, fastened by the neck, obscenely dy'd.” 

The peculiar character of the drawings, with which many of the volumes arc occasionally ornamented, 
is to be particularly noticed, as, in all, the same style of pencilling is apparent. 

The second specimen is a fac-simile of a marginal note occurring on the same page as the preceding, 
in which character are all the notes and interlineary gloss in the last six books, (similar to those in the 
Bucolics, No. iv.,) while those in the first six, written at a later period, are similar to specimens 3 and i. 

' Cameraiii Vita Phil. Melanchlkonis, p. IS. 
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VI. Juvencus Hispanus Presbiter in Quatuor Euwgelia. . . . last leaf wanting, fol. 

Two specimens of the marginal notes, which are principally extracts from the four gospels. The 
initial letters to the chapters are in red and black ink. 

VII. Juvenalis Satyr a:. . Upsice, Jac. Thanner, 1507- fol. 

These specimens are from the marginal notes, and the word in Greek (No. 4) is from the bottom 
of the title page. 

VIII. Sallustius de Bello Jugurtino Lipsia, Jac. Thanner, 1510. fol. 

Number 1 is a fac-simile of a capital letter, drawn with a pen and ink, and singularly ornamented. 
The initials are also inserted with the pen, see specimens. Nos. 3 and 4. 

Number 2 exhibits the character in which the marginal notes are written. 

IX. Ciceronis' Ejnstola ad Familiares. . . Venetiis, 1508. fol. 

Prisciani Opera. Venetiis, 1509. fol. 

There is a circumstance connected with these two works, (which are bound together,) tending much to 
strengthen the correctness of attributing the writings therein to the hand of Melanchthon. On the reverse 
of tlie first page are stamped the words “ Semin, reg. Tubing .” from which we are to understand that the 
volume formerly belonged to the library of the Royal Seminary or Academy at Tubingen. Melanchthon 
entered that Academy or University in 1512;' and the probability is, that when he retired from Tubingen 
in 1518, he left this, and pcrliaps many others of his school classics, which he may have brought thither 
from Heidelberg, for the use of the pupils. The two works are printed in a Roman type, and very many 
of the marginal notes exhibit the earliest specimens hitherto found of Melanchthon’s plain Roman hand; 
though, at the same time, the mixture of the German hand, and that used in many of the previous 
volumes, is plainly seen. The first five specimens are from the marginal notes ; the sixth is given to 
show, that the same peculiar formation of the numerals is to be traced from the earliest to the latest of 
the writings assigned to and known as Melanchthon’s. See Plate III. Nos. in., 1111 . and x. — Plate V. 
No. i. — Plate VII. No. v. — Plate VIII. Nos. vui., x., &c. &c. &c. 

Many of the initial letters in this volume are grotesquely ornamented, and on the margins are 
numerous small pen and ink sketches, of which a few are given as specimens in No. 7. Some of the 
notes in the works of Priscian arc written with red ink. 

X. Ilenrichmanni Grammatice Institutions IJpsia, 1510. 4to. 

In the edition of Camerarius’s life of Melanchthon, edited by Strobelius and printed at Halle 1777, 
we find, at page 7, the following note to the passage where the author speaks of Melanchthon's early 
grammatical acquirements, “ Jacobi Henrichmami grammatica tunc temporis omnium in manibus eral ." 
Thus we leam that this was the grammar used in the schools at that time. 

On the top of the title page to this copy is written, in the Greek language, (see specimen No. 1,) 
“ My hope is in God, — Jesus Christ is the Lord, — Speak evil of no man”; and the Greek * at the end 
of the sentence, is undoubtedly intended for the signature of the person by whom the note was written. 
The character of the writing, not only of tins note, but of the marginal observations throughout the 
volume, coupled with the simple, yet powerful language of the former, are such, as to leave no doubt of 
its haring belonged to Melanchthon as a boy ; the Greek •I 1 , being a simple contraction of his Christian 
name, was constantly used by him in his letters. 

The other specimens are from the marginal notes in various parts of the volume. The writing 
exhibits a mixture of the German and Latin hand, and the specimens selected are given with the view 
of showing the apparent difference in the writing, which, on examination, will be seen to arise merely 
from either the softness of the paper or the quality of tire pen. 


' Comeiarii Vita Phil Melanchthon is, p. 13. 
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PLATE III 


I. Plutarchi Vita Venetiis , 1502. fol. 

II. Cicero De Natura Dcorum — De Divinations — De Legibus — De Academia sua — De Fato, cfc. 

Bononia, 1494. fol. 

II. * Cicero De Oratore — De perfecto Oratore, $c. $c 1495. fol. 

III. Jnstinus. ........... Venetiis, 1507. fol. 

VII. Martialis Epigrammata. Venetiis, 1503. fol. 

In the collection of books from which the greater portion of the present series of fac-similes have 
been selected, are eleven volumes, comprising the works of different classical authors. These copies of 
tire several works have evidently formed one collection, many of them haring been bound together, and 
afterwards divided and rebound in their present uniform state. They are all illustrated, more or less, with 
marginal notes and references to the text, written in the same peculiar character and at about the same 
period. Some of these are in red ink, while the frequent and simultaneous use of the red with the black 
ink, and the perfect similarity of the writing is such as to place beyond any doubt, the possibility of their 
having been written by two or more persons. There are, however, several circumstances connected with 
the writings in question, from which the author of the present observations will endeavour to show, 
that they are throughout by the hand of Melanchthon. 

On the top of the title page to the works of Plutarch is written in black ink the name of John Maur, 
a fac-simile of which is given in the first specimen No. x. On the top of the title page to the philosophical 
works of Cicero, is written in red ink the name of another person, see No. ii., specimen 1. On the title 
pages to the Orations of Cicero and to the works of Suetonius, included in this collection, the same name 
again occurs ; thus written in the latter, “ Magister Joannes Marcus lihetus.” It is very certain that 
this John Maur and John Marcus Rhctus were not one and the same person ; and it is highly improbable, 
nay almost impossible, that the handwriting of each should be exactly similar, and they should have 
adopted the same peculiar mode of ornamenting the sides of the printed text and initial letters. 

Assuming this position, the next points to be considered, are whether the whole of the writings may 
not have been by the hand of John Maur or John Marcus Rhctus; and whether the name of the one, 
may not have been written by the other, presuming them to have been contemporary teachers; conjec- 
tures which in the absence of all other evidence might have been entertained. The attention of the reader 
is however requested to the second specimen, No. it. This is a fac-simile of an inscription occurring on 
the lower part of the title page to the philosophical works of Cicero, and on which title the name of John 
Marcus lihetus appears, as before noticed. This inscription, in the author's humble opinion, requires 
very little explanation ; it being evidently intended as an abridgment of the words Philippus Melanchthon. 
In verification of the truth of this conclusion, the reader is referred to the fac-similes of the signatures 
of Melanchthon as taken from his letters in the “ Common Place-Book,” see No. 31, Plate XX., where 
in the seventh specimen we have the letters p s. used as a contraction for Philippus. The contraction 
which follows the ps. in the inscription under consideration, is a contraction of the same kind as used 
to connect the words Casar and Pomjyey, in the second specimen No. i.; the last portion of the inscription 
“ land V being evidently intended to form the ending of the name Melanchthon. 

For another fact tending to elucidate the present inscription, the reader is referred to the specimen No. 7, 
Plate VIII. In affixing his autograph in the margin of the work there alluded to, opposite to a passage 
wherein he is mentioned in conjunction with Erasmus, Melanchthon has divided his name, and the 
peculiar manner in which this is done, by the use of the smull m in the first division of the word ( me ), 
and the capital L in the second ( lanchthon,) clearly proves it to be his autograph. The passage ulluded 
to is as follows, that relating to Melanchthon being underlined, “ Erasmus Basilete agit, nova iterum 
cudcns. Philippus Melanchthon preeter wtatem eruditus juvenis, Wittenbergam accersitus est, non illiberali 
salario, Grcecas literas ul doceat. Quo etiam qui Hebraica pralegat queeritur.” 

There is also a very curious circumstance connected with the inscription in question. On the lower 
part of the title page to the Opera Rhetorica of Cicero, the same inscription, as given specimen 2, No. n., 
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has evidently been written and afterwards erased, the date of the year being placed over it, as given 
specimen 2*. Here a portion of the letters ps. is seen under the capital letter A in the word Anno, — the 
upper part of the contraction following, above the two letters n, — and the remainder, kmct\ under the 
figures 1 and 6; while the same date 1511 may be traced under the two last figures. Mclanchthon 
was a student at the University of Heidelberg during three years, including the year 1511;' about 
which period the manuscript notes in these volumes are, from the dates occurring in the works 
of Cicero, specimen 1, No. ii., and again specimen 2*, proved to have been written; and it is not at all 
improbable, but that John Maur and John Marcus Rhetus may have been two of the ushers at that 
University, and by whom Melanchthon may have been particularly noticed. This opinion is strengthened 
by the fact of two of Melanchthon’s earliest productions,* (the one, a translation from Plutarch, and the 
other, the rudiments of the Greek language,) having been dedicated to one of his pupils named Maurus, — 
" Bernardus Maur us Philippi Brettani Discipulus” 1 * 3 who may have been a son or relative of John Maur. 

The manuscript notes in the volumes under consideration, are principally mere references to the text, 
and have been written with considerable care. Presuming these volumes to have been the property of 
Melanchthon's superiors, it is not likely that he would have defaced them by writing in them in the same 
careless manner as he might have been accustomed to do in his own books. If the volumes were lent to 
him, it was very natural that he should have inserted the names of the parties to whom they belonged ; 
neither is it very surprizing that, under the circumstances, he should also have added his own. The 
hieroglyphical manner in which his name is written, — the circumstance, as given, of it having been on 
one occasion erased, and other erasures occurring in some of the other volumes, show that Melanch- 
thon felt some hesitation in the first instance, and afterwards considered himself not justified, in affixing 
his own name to the property of others. 

On the margin opposite to a passage in the 8th Itook of Justin, where the author speaks of the virtues 
and valour of Philip King of Maccdon, occurs, (see fac-simile, specimen 1, No. m.), the following note, 
“ Philippas Tutor regni,” and under it the words “ quod magni spei.” This additional and extraordinary 
observation tends most strongly to confirm the correctness of assigning these writings to Melanchthon, 
the superstitious nature of his character was apparent throughout the whole course of his life ; indeed, 
the memorable words of his dying father should not be forgotten, and may be here very appropriately 
quoted : " / have witnessed many changes in the state, hut greater ones are threatening, in which 1 pray God 
to direct thee 

Opposite the observations made by the commentator Georgius Menila, on certain lines in the 
" Xenia ” of Martial, occurs a note, a fac-simile of which is given in specimen No. 7. The lines in 
question are as follows, 

“ Cydonia 

" Si tibi cecropio saturatu Cydonia melle 
" Ponentur: dicas haec melimella licet.” 

The note, as is obvious, refers to the composition of names, and is one very unlikely to have been made 
by any other than Mclanchthon, whose name, according to its inteq>retation in Greek, is composed 
of the words MAaiow nigra, and \0uiv terra. 

Another very singular and corroborative circumstance occurs in the writing of the word Philippus. 
In the twenty-two instances in which alone this word occurs among the manuscript notes in these volumes, 
the dots over the letter i are invariably omitted ; and yet when the same word is used in the genitive case, 
the final i is dotted, a peculiarity generally observable throughout the writings of Melanchthon, and which 
may be more particularly seen in the seventeen fac-similes of his signature taken from his letters and 
other documents; see Plates XXIV. to XXVIII. inclusive. In the latter plate. Nos. iv. and v., where 

1 Camerarii Vita Phil. Melanchthouia, p. 13. * Corpus Rcformutorum, voL i. pp. 18 — 24 

> Corpus Keformatorum, vol. i. p. 18, note. 

' Camerarii Vila Pliil. Mclanchthonis, p. 4, note h. The note is an extract from a letter written by Mclanchthon on the 
27th of October, the same day U|>on which, forty-seven years before, he lost bis father. 

« I thought a great deal to-day on his most placid death and on the horrible commotions which followed, and which he foretold 
during a conversation he had with me, ten years of age, two days before his death; and wherein he also gave me his blessing and 
oxhnrtcd me to fear God. Puff, inquiciu, multas rcip. mututioucs, ted impendent mnjoret, in quibut ut te Deus rtyat, precor.” 
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Philippas is used in the genitive ease, the final * is dotted, as it is in the present plate, specimen 6, 
No. i.; again in specimen 2*, No. vili., and in Plates XIV. and XV. The reader is however referred to 
the observations upon Plate I., being the table of his signatures, in which this curious point is more 
particularly noticed. 

Number n.* and specimen the third. No. ill., show the manner in which the initial letters are occa- 
sionally found to be ornamented. They are executed with precisely the same red ink as used in the 
writing of the notes, and are evidently by the same hand. 

IV. Ciceronis Opera Rhetorica. Norimberga, 1497- fol. 

On the margins of several pages in this volume are manuscript notes in the same character as speci- 
men 5, already known as the handwriting of Melanchthon. The other four specimens are from notes 
written at on earlier period. 

V. Justinus. . Venetiis, 1507. fol. 

Some of the notes in tins work, of which we have given specimens. No. hi., in this plate, are not 
written with so much care as those generally found in the other ten volumes previously mentioned. 
The present specimen is a note occurring on the lower margin of a page, and partakes more of a cursive 
hand. 

VI. The three lines, of which fac -similes are here given, are from a detached leaf in manuscript found in the 
Opera Rhetorica of Cicero, No. iv. The leaf is curious, the character of the writing on it so much 
resembling that in the earliest of Melanchthon’s letters; see No. 1, Plate XXI. 

VIII. Urbani Institutiones Graca Grammatices Venetiis, Aldus, 1497- 4to. 

All these specimens are taken from the same volume, which is fully described. No. j., Plate V. The 
word fttXat (specimen 7), is a marginal reference to the same word in the text, over which is written its 
latin interpretation, niger. The manner in which the word ntXas appears in the text, is certainly not 
such as would have attracted the attention of a mere general reader ; it being only casually introduced as 
a grammatical example, thus; “Etiam habentia duo XX ut 4 a-aXXac rou xaXXawoc, 4 (iaXXac roD PaXXavroc, 4 
fJXat vero row ftlXavur, et 4 TaXac tou raXavo? trium generum sunt.” The word mXat forming a portion of 
Melanchthon's name, is not unlikely to have attracted his notice. 

IX. Terentius lias ilea, 1521. 8vo. 

The notes in this volume are in black and red ink. Those similar to specimen 3 are written with a 
very fine pen, and present a mixture of the German and Roman hands, while others, as specimens 1, 2, 
and 4, give the Roman character only. Those in specimens 5, 6, 7, and 8, are more in the usual hand- 
writing of Melanchthon at a later period. 

On the lower margin, p. 27, after the metrical lines “ Volcatii Sedigiii de Comicis Lalinis,” are four 
others in manuscript, to which the name of Melanchthon appears as the author. The two first, together 
with the name, are represented in specimen 1. In the original, immediately after these, one line has 
evidently been erased, the author probably not having been satisfied with it. The second specimen, 
wherein the name of Melanchthon again occurs, is from the end of the prologue under the note which 
forms the subject of specimen 3. 

X. Urban Institutiones Graca Grammatices. .... Venetiis, Aldus, 1497- 4to. 

On comparing the manuscript notes occurring in this copy of Urbanus’ Greek Grammar, page by 
page, with those in the copy quoted. No. vin., it will be found, that they so far correspond, os to leave 
little doubt of their having been written by the same person, though at different periods. The first four 
specimens (No. x.), as also specimens 6, 8 and 10, are from the copy under consideration, while those 
numbered 5, 7 and 9, immediately above the latter, are from the corresponding pages in the other copy, 
and are here placed in juxta-position, in order to show their similarity. 
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PLATE IV 


I. Philelphi Epistola. Basilea , 1506. 4to. 

Here is another specimen of an initial letter ornamented with the same red ink, as used in writing, 
and which has also been used in rubricating the manuscript notes and the capital letters in the pages on 
which the notes occur. There are also four other initial letters ornamented in the same peculiar manner. 
The notes are much in the same character as specimens 4 and 5, No. ix. Plate II., and though they 
partake of the Roman hand, they verge into a mixture of the German, as may be seen in a note in the 
twelfth book of the work under consideration. 

II. Torrentini Commentaria in primam partem Doctrinalis Alexandri, Colonia, 1508. — Kemponis 

Commentaria in secundam partem Doctrinalis Alexandri, Colonix, 1509- — Tractatus Gram - 
matici Bebelii et aliorum, Phorca, 1509 Jn one volume. 4to. 

On the upper part of the title page of the first work occurs an inscription, of which a fac-simile is 

given, specimen 1. This evidently appears to have been “ Philippas est potsesor kujut libri." A 

portion of this inscription, that giving the surname of the person, has been carefully defaced, and below 
it in the original is another name, which has been partially blotted out with the same red ink that was 
used in underlining various passages in tho text and ornamenting the capital letters. The character of 
the MS. notes in these works, of which Nos. 2 and 3 are specimens, agreeing precisely with many others 
which are assigned to Melanchthon, it may be presumed, that Melanchthon when writing his own name 
as the proprietor of the volume, put his pen through the name of its previous possessor. 

III. Valerius Maximus, cum Commentariis. Mediolani, 1513. fol. 

The two first specimens arc from the marginal notes, which are all in the same character, (some in 
red ink,) and, with the exception of the Roman capitals occasionally commencing the notes, partaking of 
the German hand. The drawing, specimen 4, is from the margin opposite to the memoir of M. Curtius, 
book v. chapter 138. The Roman knight is here represented in full annour on his prancing steed, with 
the gap " Curtius lacus “ before him, into which for the safety of his country he is said to have plunged 
himself. 

The date 1514, specimen 3, is from the end of the volume. 

IV. Valerius Maximus. ......... Idp six, 1506. fol. 

The manuscript notes and interlineary gloss in this volume arc all in the same peculiar character as 
the specimens given. Some of them are in rather a larger hand, and correspond with some of the 
writing in the manuscript collections appended to the volume from which specimens arc given in the 
ensuing plate No. i. ; the fifth specimen there more particularly applying to this volume, the title to 
which it may be observed is wanting. 

V. liasilius Magnus de Sludiis Poetarum et Oralorum. . . . Madeburgt v, 1491- 4to. 

Some of the notes-in this volume are very neatly written, and similar to specimen 1. The others are 
of the same character as specimens 2 and 3, which present a very different appearance, their coarseness 
arising from the bad quality of the paper ; the ink, on the pen becoming worn, having run. 

On the lower part of the title page some name has been very carefully scratched over. 

VI. Ovidii lleroidum Epistola. Lipsix, 1505. 4to. 

The notes in this volume arc all very much in the style of the specimen given. The character of the 
writing is the same as that in the previous volume, but coarser, arising from the texture of the paper and 
the careless or quick manner with which the remarks have been made. 
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VII. Lactantii Opera Venetiis, 1509- fol. 

There are only two portions of this work which are illustrated with manuscript notes, — the first being 
the treatise “ De Falsa Religione ," and the second “ De Officio Dei.” The notes, which for the most part 
consist of authorities, extracts, and references to various classical authors, arc all very neatly and carefully 
written in the same character as given in the two specimens. Many of the notes and passages of the text 
referred to are underlined with red ink. 

VIII. Ovidii Fastorum libri VI. Argentorati, 1515. 4to. 

The interlineary gloss and numerous marginal notes in this volume are very neatly written, and 
similar to specimens 1 and 2. Very little of the writing is like the third specimen, such coarseness of 
character arising, only in some few instances, from the carelessness of the writer. 

On the lower part of the first leaf is a drawing of a fish, and on signature H. are two crowns, of one of 
which a fac-simile is given in specimen 4. The use of the red ink with the black is frequent, and some 
of the notes are in a large German hand. 

It may he observed that the words Philip, Philippus, and Philippico, as in specimens 1 and 2, and 
specimen 1, No. xiu., (from the same book,) occur fifteen times, and in only one instance are the 
letters i in the word dotted. 

On the title is a wood-cut, from which some name has evidently been erased. The wood-cut is 
coloured, and apparently with the same red ink used in underlining and writing some of the notes. 

IX. Quintus Curtius Venetiis, 1502. fol. 

Preceding this work are three leaves of introductory matter in manuscript, from which these three 
specimens are taken. The first page commences with four lines, as a heading, written in red ink ; the cha- 
racter of the writing of these lines is similar to specimen 1, which follows them in black ink ; while that of 
the manuscript matter generally, is similar to specimen 2. Specimen 3 is a note in rather a larger hand. 

In the writing on these three leaves the word Philippus occurs fifteen times, and again four times 
among the notes in the work. In one instance only is the first letter «' in the word dotted, and in the 
only three cases where the word is used in the genitive case is the final i dotted. 

X. Plauli Comcedue Venetiis , 1499- fol. 

The first eight comedies are illustrated with interlineary gloss, and occasionally with marginal notes, 
all in the same character as specimen 1. The second specimen comprises four additional lines of text in 
manuscript, with their gloss, in the “ Cistellaria,” in imitation of the type in which the work is printed. 

XI. Lrvii Historia. Parisiis , 1516 

The notes and gloss in this volume have been written with considerable care, and are all much in the 
same character as the specimens given. The notes are principally authorities and references to classical 
authors, and their style may be observed in specimen 1. The first eight books of the first portion of the 
work, and the latter books of the second portion, contain no manuscript illustrations. The notes and 
references in the large German text, sec specimen 2, are principally in red ink, and are beautifully 
■written. 

In the eighth book of the second Punic War, where the uuthor mentions Philip King of Macedon, 
the word PhUippus occurs among the interlineary gloss in three folios, 175 — G, in twenty-six instances, 
and in only two cases are the letters » found to be dotted. The same word occurs again nine times 
in folio 170, without being dotted; except in the instance of its being written in the large German text 
where all the letters i are dotted ; this deviation arising from the great pains taken in writing this 
kind of hand. 

On the upper part of the title page, the centre, and the lower part, some liquid has been used for the 
purpose of destroying the writing, of which so little remains as not to be legible. The title is orna- 
mented with an engraved border, and from the black shield at the lower part of it, some name appears to 
have been also obliterated in the same way. 


XII. Bcroaldi Opuscula. Basilca, 1509- 4to. 

On the margins of the “ Or alio Proverbialis " are many drawings in illustration of various pas- 
sages of the text These designs are principally coloured, and executed much in the same style as 
the specimen given, which is intended to illustrate the following passage in the text above it : “ Lex 
Qatulorum ." — “ A pud Gcetnlos lex at a tnulieribits agros coli." Thus we have represented the women 
working at the plough and sowing, while the men are taking their pleasure, apparently -with the pastime 
of hawking. Above this drawing is another, representing two women preparing timbers for the building 
of a house, in illustration of the continuation and remainder of the passage quoted, “ domos wdificari.” 
Many of the drawings are very droll and singular illustrations of the text Specimens 2 and 3 are from 
the marginal notes. 

XIII. Ovidii Fastorum libri sex. Argentorati, 1515. 4to. 

The two specimens here given are from the same volume from which fac-similes No. vm. in this plate 
have been taken. The character of the writing is precisely the same as that of some of the notes in the 
ensuing volume. 

XIV. Orosii llistoriarum Opus . Parisiis, 1510. 4to. 

Four specimens from the marginal notes. These show the gradual variation apparent in the writing, 
which is so great, as would induce many to consider them to have been by different persons. On 
examination, however, this apparent difference is found to arise merely from the care used by the writer, 
or from the fineness of the pen. 

Here again, in a few pages, where the author introduces Philip King of Macedon, the word Philippus 
occurs above twenty times, and the letters » in the word are not dotted in more than three 
instances. 
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PLATE V 


I. Urbani Institutioncs Gracs Grammatics. .... Vcnetiis, Aldus, 1497- 4to. 

A metrical version of the oft quoted ami well known proverb “ Nulla dies sine lined" 1 occurs in manu- 
script on the title page of this work, subscribed “ Ph. Melanchthon see specimen l,No. i. A line 
more powerfully illustrative of the writer’s favorite pursuit and studious habits could not easily have been 
selected; and, a careful examination of the signature, places aside all probability of it having been written 
by any other person than Melanchthon. The inscription, which ap]>cars to have been written at a later 
period than the manuscript notes in the volume, is executed with considerable care, in the round roman 
hand, not unlike in character, the writing in the specimen of the earliest autograph letter of Melanchthon 
in the present collection ; see No. 1 ., Plate XXIV. It is also very similar to much of that in the “ Common 
Place-Book;" the reader is particularly referred to third specimen Plate XVI. of the numerous fac- 
similes taken from that volume, wherein the character of the writing is precisely the same. 

Bound up with this volume is a collection of transcripts from the grammatical treatises of Constantine 
Lascaris and John (Ecolompadius, the title of which is represented in specimen 3. At the end of the 
extracts from the second and third books of Lascaris are subscriptions or colophons, fac-similes of which 
are given in specimens 3 and 4. The character of the writing, not only of these but also of the whole 
of the transcripts and notes in the volume, clearly proves them to have been written by one person, 
and as Melanchthon was residing at Tubingen in 1515, the probability is, that the collections are mere 
copies of others by John Knoder and John Talon, who may have been two of his friends or fellow 
students, and by whom the transcripts may have been lent to him. 

CEcolampadius was one of his earliest friends, for we are informed by Melanchthon himself, that 
at Heidelberg he presented him with a copy of a work by Agricola ;* and again, that they studied 
together the works of Hesiod. 1 * * 4 In the year 1515, CEcolampadius left Tubingen, at which place he had 
been resident, and proceeded to Basle* where, in 1518, he published his “ Dragmata Groecic Literatures? 
This, according to Panzer 1 and Maittairc, was the first edition of the work. 

On the upper part of the first page of the transcript from CEcolampadius is an inscription, as shewn in 
fac-simile No. 3. This api>ears to have been ■written at a different period from the transcript, and in 
a coarser manner, but like to many of the marginal notes occurring in the printed volume, of which 
lac-similes have been previously given; see No. vin., Plate III., particularly specimen 5. The transcript 
itself thus commences: “ Libellum ipsum Graces Literatures Spaypam appellant , cel iy\ttpiciov\" and after 
continuing only to five pages, it suddenly breaks off, as if some cause had prevented the writer from 
continuing his labours. 

It is not at all improbable, but that CEcolampadius had lent the original copy of his intended work to 
Melanchthon, who, having commenced making extracts from it, was prevented completing them by the 
departure of his friend ; and, as he knew, no doubt, the work was prepared for publication, he may have 
felt satisfied with the anticipation of receiving a printed copy of it Indeed, the admiration in which 
Melanchthon held the works of Urbanus and CEcolampadius appears pretty clearly from the tenns in 
which he speaks of these authors in the preface * to an edition of his own Greek Grammar printed at 
Hagenaw in 1520, wherein he modestly states, as a reason for the reluctance with which he had con- 
sented to revise his own work, the sufficiency of those by Urbanus and CEcolampadius upon the same 
subject for all the purposes of education. 

1 “ Apelli fait alioqtiin perpetua consuctudo, nunquam occupatam diem agendi, u» non lincom dueendi cxcrccrct artem: quod 
in CO proverbium veniu” — Plinii Historia, rap. X., lib. xxxv. 

' Came rani Vito I’liil. Melaucbthonis, p. 488. 

» “ Mcmini cum lcgcrcmus una CEcolampadius et ego Hesiod urn .” — Camerarii Vita Ph. Mel., p. 494. 

* Frchcri Theatrum Virorum Clarorum, p. 107. * Panzeri Annales, vol. vi., p. 209, No. 254. 

4 “ Semper optori libcllos, quo* dc ratiouc Gracse Grammatics quondam edidi, perire, qtiippc quos conscripsimus et pueri 
fere et puoris, quos illo tempore privatim docebamus. Et periissent illi quidem, ut digni craiit, nisi me dcouo im-ptirc coegissct 
Chnicotypus et vctcrcs ruinas instaurare. Alioqui quod ad scliolas meas attinet, uti potuissem vel Urbauo vel CEcolampadio.” — 
Corjitts lleformatorum, voL i., p. 275. 


C 


II. Valerius Maximus. . . Lipsia, 150 6 . fol. 

III. Valerius Maximus. . ib. 1514. fol. 

A comparison of the marginal observations occurring in these two editions of Valerius Maximus, 
satisfactorily shows them to have been written by the same person. As an exemplification of the simi- 
litude of these notes, the reader is referred to specimens 1, 2, 3, and 4, No. ii., and specimens 1, 2, and 3, 
No. in.; the 2nd and 3rd specimens. No. ii., (being of two consecutive notes) are, in specimen 2, No. in., 
blended into one. It will here be seen that, not only is the substance of the notes precisely the same, 
but the character of the writing equally so; for though the writing in specimen 3, No. iil, is larger, and 
more freely executed than that in the four specimens. No. ii., yet much of the writing in the edition 
1514 is similar to the first specimen, No. ill., with which the four specimens. No. closely correspond. 
The manner in which the word “ Philippum" is written in both instances is also curious, not having in 
either case the letters i dotted, a singularity which we have frequently had occasion to notice. 

It should be observed that the manuscript notes in the edition of 1514 have only been continued by 
Melanchthon to the middle of the third book, the remainder being by another person, by whom an index 
of contents has been affixed, and who had evidently notified on the title page the author of the other 
notes; as we may conclude from the occurrence of the word “ Declamalione” on the upper part, some 
other before it having been carefully erased. The initial letter in the first page is inserted in colours, 
and the capitals are rubricated. 

IV. Alani ab Iusulis Liber Parubolarum, seu Doctrinalc — Seneca de Forma et Honestate Vitae Humana-, 

she de Moribus et Virtutibus Cardinalibus — Gersonis Distichon de Morte Humana, <f-c. 

Manuscripts, in one volume, fol. 

A casual observer of these transcripts would not be inclined to consider the period of their execution 
to be so late as the early part of the sixteenth century. The style, however, of the ornamented initial 
letter on the first leaf, as given specimen 1, and the general character of the writing, agreeing as it does 
with that of manuscript notes occurring in a work not printed until 1515, as shewn in specimen No. v., leave 
little doubt of the correctness of referring the transcripts to about the same period. 

The initial letters to the several treatises are ornamented somewhat similarly to that in the first page, 
and the capitals are for the most part rubricated. 

V. Baptist <e Mantuani Bucolicn. ....... Tubingee, 1515. 4to. 

The few marginal notes and interlineary gloss occurring in this work arc very minutely and delicately 
written, corresponding precisely in character with those in the previous volume. There are also three 
marginal references written with the same material with which many of the capital letters are rubricated, 
and with which portions of the text are also underlined. 
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PLATE VI 


I. Index Commentariorum Joan. Bugen. Pomerani in Psalterium Davidicum: — Antitheses ex Bibliis 

excerpta: — Missa Defuncta Epicedion: — Epitaphium Missa : — Articuli Fidei: — Poema Sa- 
tyricon m Papam, Germanic i. . . . Manuscripts , in one volume, small 8vo. 

The index to the Commentaries of Bugenhagius on the Psalms of David, from which the first and 
second specimens are taken, extends only to the letter C. The antithetical extracts from the scriptures 
consist of one hundred and forty-eight examples, specimen 6 giving the 20th, 21st, 22nd, and 23rd. 
The satirical elegy on the Mass is composed of fifty-seven four-liue stanzas, of which two are given in 
specimen 3. The Epitaph on the Mass follows, as in specimen 4. The Articles of Faith are divided 
into two parts ; the first contains twenty-two articles, (the first four being given, specimen 5,) the other 
concerns the ceremonies and usages of the church. The satirical poem on the Pope, comprising 
eleven nine-line stanzas, concludes the volume, the second stanza being given, specimen 7. 

II. Psalter verteutsclit durch Johann Bugenhag. ausz Pomern. . . . Basel. 1526. fol. 

On the inside of the cover of this volume occurs the following manuscript note, written in a large bold 
round hand : “ D. te levari animam meam, Deus mens in te conjido, non erubescam, neque irrideant me 
inimici mei, etenim umversi qui te expectant non confundentur, cias tuas demonstra milii et semitas tuas edoce 
me, $c." Following the printed work are annotations in manuscript upon each Psalm, evidently copied 
from some other manuscript, as indeed is stated at the end. Fifteen Psalms in German, with other 
matter, conclude the volume. 

The character of the writing of the additional matter and the notes, of which seven specimens are 
given, is similar to that in the previous manuscript collections. No. i., and some of the notes are in red ink. 


PLATE VII. 


I. Cicero de Offiah Argentorati, 1512. 4to. 

The first ten specimens are taken from the margins, and the eleventh is a portion of a note on folio 12. 
This note is beautifully written, and the introduction of the large gothic hand in imitation of printed text 
is singularly curious. 

II. Biblia Latina. Colonia, 1527. fol. 

Some of the books of the Old Testament have marginal remarks, from which are taken the speci- 
mens here given. The notes have been written with much care, and are all in the same character. 

III. Georgii Furbachii Theories L>ov<e Planetarum Norimbergce, 1474- fol. 

The study of astronomy was one of Melanchthon’s earliest and most favourite pursuits. The present 
volume appears, from the numerous marginal notes and interlineary gloss, to have attracted particular 
.attention. The character of the writing is much the same throughout as in the first specimen ; the second 
being a portion of an emendation of the text written in the margin in imitation of type. Some few of 
the notes are in red ink, and the capital letters of the printed text, as also of the manuscript notes, are 
omamented with the same. 

IV. Biblia Latina Norimberga, Antonius Koberger, 1477- fol. 

This volume, which, as a monument of literary industry and theological research, is scarcely to be 
matched, is the property of Messrs. Longman, having been purchased by them at the sale of the library 
of Dr. Kloss. That part of the sacred volume, which more immediately concerns the history and 
doctrines of our Saviour, the whole of the New Testament, the books of the Prophets by whose inspi- 
ration his coming was foretold, all in short which could be thought to interest and concern the Great 
Reformer, is literally overflowing with commentaries, emendations, and interlineations, filling ull the 
margins, encroaching upon the text, and oftentimes covering every portion of paper which the operations 
of the printer had left unoccupied. These annotations, with the exception of those occurring in the 
book of Psalms, are all written in the same style, and adapted (as with Melanchthon was frequently the 
case) to that of the text which they were designed to illustrate; more particularly the capitals, which 
generally correspond, while in some instances, especially where the writing is somewhat larger than 
usual, (see specimen 3), the text itself has been closely imitated. The notes in the book of Psalms are 
all in a cursive hand, and similar to that given in specimen 4 ; some of them, however, are in German, 
and are somewhat in the style in which Melanchthon was wont generally to write his German hand ; in 
which character also, is an inscription at the end of the volume, wherefrom the name of the author of 
the annotations has, no doubt for the purpose of concealment, been sedulously erased. 

V. Biblia Latina. ... ...... BasiJea;, 1514. fol. 

This volume is from the library of the late Mr. Alexander Chalmers, and was inserted in the 
catalogue of Dr. Kloss’s collection. No. 755**. On the margins are numerous manuscript notes, all 
written in a cursive hand, and similar to the various specimens here given. 

The fourth specimen is of a marginal note in the first chapter of the book of Daniel. Here we have 
the signature of Melanchthon in the Greek character ; and in the book of the gospel of St. Matthew 
the Greek <t> occurs at the end of the notes in no less than ten instances. The name “ philipp," as given 
in specimen 8, is taken from the upper comer of the inside of the cover at the end of the volume. 

The upper part of the title, on which some inscription evidently existed, has been cut away, and some 
writing has been erased from the lower part thereof. 
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PLATE VIII 


I. Ciceronis Paradoxa. ..... ... Lipsia, 1502. fol. 

The manuscript notes occurring in the present and following volumes, from which the specimens 
No. i. to vi. inclusive, in the present plate, have been taken, are all much in the same cliaracter, and 
similar to those in the previous plate. The three specimens from the Ciceronis Paradoxa are from the 
margins and title page. 

II. Ovidii Metamorphoses. . Mediolani, 1503. fol. 

Three specimens from the margins. Some of the notes and the capital letters of the text arc rubri- 
cated. 

III. Antoni i MuncineUi Opera Grammatica, Parisiis. — Bernards Perger Grammatica nova, Basilea, 1506. 

In one volume. 4to. 

In the second treatise of the Opera Grammatica the printed folios 11, 12, 13, and 14 are wanting. 
These have been supplied, in manuscript, by the same person who wrote the marginal notes. It is from 
one of these pages that the first specimen is taken, the others being from the notes. 

IV. Terentii Comadue , Metro Numerisquc restitutie, curd Philippi Mela (Melanchthonis) Brettani. 

Tubinga, 1516. 4to. 

This is the first edition of the works of Terence edited by Melanchthon. On the margins of the 
first two plays are occasionally manuscript notes similar to the three specimens given, and the text is 
illustrated with gloss. Some of the notes are in red ink, with which also many of the initial letters 
are slightly filled in, and the capitals ornamented. 

V. Justinus Mediolani, 1502. fol. 

Three specimens from the notes on the margins. 

VI. Moralissimus Cato cum comento. ....... Basilar, I486. 4to. 

Some of the writing in this volume is similar to specimen 3, while the rest is of an earlier period, and 
similur to specimens 1 and 2. 

VII. Ulrichi de Ilutten, Nemo. ....... Augusta Vindel, 1519. 4to. 

The fac-simile here given has been before referred to in the explanation of the presumed signature of 
Melanchthon, specimen 2, No. it., Plate III. The title to this tract is wanting, as also a portion of 
the last leaf, which has been cut away. 

VIII. Epigrammata Graca el Latina, per Jo. Solerum collect a. . . Colonies, 1525. 8vo. 

On the fly leaf arc manuscript verses in Greek, with their translation in Latin, fac-similcs of which are 
given in specimen 1. The other specimens are from the margins. Respecting the figures, (specimen 4), 
see the observations on No. ix., Plate II. 

IX. Cicero de Officiis, de Amicitia, de Senectute, $c. .... Venetiis, 1506. fol. 

The specimens here given are from the marginal notes, of which some have been written at a more 
early period than others. 

X. Quintilianus 1506. fol. 

The notes in this volume are principally written in a quick and careless cursive hand ; some of them 
are in red ink, with which many of the capital letters are rubricated, and much of the printed text 
underlined. 


XI. Aldus Gellius. 


Parisiis, 150 A. 4to. 

The character of the notes in this work is the same as of those in the preceding, with the exception of 
the fourth specimen, which is the only note in the round hand to be found in the volume. They are 
principally in red ink, with which the initial and capital letters of the text are rubricated. 

XII. Marsilii Ficiui Tractatus de Epidemics Morbo. . . Augusta Vindelicorum, 1518. 4to. 

Some of the notes in tliis volume are similar to specimen 1, while others written at a later period are 
similar to specimen 2. 

XIII. Theophylacti in Quatuor Evangelia ennarrationes, Joanne (Ecolampadio interprete. 

Basilea, 1524. fol. 

The notes in this volume are all written in a cursive hand, very similar to that of the “ Common Place 
Book," p. 585, of which No: 25, Plate XIX. is a specimen. 

XIV. Pauli Orosii adversus Paganos Historiarum libri septem. . . Colonia, 1526. fol. 

The title to this work is surrounded by a series of allegorical engravings, and at the bottom of the 
centre one at the lower part, occurs the motto “ Soutine et Abstine,” its version in Greek being written 
above it, as in specimen 1. Specimens 4 and 5 are from the reverse of the fly leaf at the end, and the 
other two are from the margins of the work. Some of the notes are in red ink. 

XV. Digestwn Velus, seu Pandcctarum libri XXIV. .... Lugduni, 1511. fol. 

The seventeen specimens selected from the marginal notes in this volume by Melanchthon, to whose 
pen the author unhesitatingly assigns them, present almost as great a variety in the character of the 
handwriting as is to be found in the specimens taken from his “Common Place-Book" see Plates XVI. 
to XXII. inclusive. Some of them have been executed with much care, and are for the most part in 
the round and cursive hands. A few, however, partake of the Gothic, as may be seen in specimens 4 
and 8; others, (see specimens 9, 10, and 11,) are in the larger round hand, similar to some of the 
inscriptions in the “Common Place-Book," while many are more in the usually known hand of 
Melanchthon; see specimens 14 and 16. 

The margins of the work are occasionally ornamented with pen and ink sketches, of which a few 
specimens have been selected. A few of the notes at the commencement of the work are in red ink, 
and on the reverse of folio 9 occurs a note written with the same blue material as used in the colouring 
of the large wood engraving which precedes tire work. From the title page some name has been 
carefully obliterated and erased. 

An examination of the volume not only satisfactorily proves that the manuscript notes have all been 
written by the same person, but that the drawings have also been executed by the same pen. 
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PLATE IX 


I. Ovidii Aletamorpboseon libri XV. Argentorati, 1525. 8vo. 

The character of the notes in this work may be seen in the nine specimens which have been selected. 
They appear to have been written with considerable care, some in the round hand, some in the cursive, 
and some in a mixture of both. 

A few of the notes are in red ink, many of the capital letters are rubricated, and the engraved title- 
page is partially coloured. 

II. Barlandi Epitome Chiliadum Adagiorum Erasmi ad commodiorum studiosorum usum. Colonia, 1527- 

Erami de duplici Copia Verborum ac Rerum commentarii duo. Colonite, 1527. 

In one volume. 8vo. 

The peculiar character of the writing, and the style of the notes throughout this volume, arc such as 
to leave no doubt in the mind of the author that they are by the hand of Melanchthon; while, from the 
quantity of the manuscript notes and additions to the second work in particular, there is every reason to 
presume that they were written with a view to the publication of another edition. 

In Melanclithon’s dedicatory epistle 1 to his pupil Bernardus Maurus, on the publication of his three 
books on Rhetoric in 1519, we find that he particularly directs the attention of his friend to the above 
works of Erasmus : “ Interim e manibiu (ids ut excidant Erasmi de Copia, Chi/iades adagiorum, ne commifte. 
Did non potest, quam iis operant sis locaturus utilem." 

Mylius, in his list of the works of Melanchthon, states, that in the year 1529 he wrote a preface to 
the “ Copia Verborum ” of Erasmus. This preface lias been reprinted, 1 and thus commences, " Extat 
de Copia Erasmi Commentarius, cujus optarim utilitatem vulgo tarn perspectam esse, quam est titulus ubique 
notus:" and thus concludes “ Quare adhortor, ne quis patiatur hoc librorum genus importunitate ettjus- 
quam sibi e mttnibus extorqueri. Bonam operam vacant adolescens, qui totum de Copia Commentarium in 
banc tabula m cunt a lit el oculis stibiecii, ut memoriam adolescentium adjiwaret." 

On the lower part of the title page to the second work in the present volume, occurs the inscription, 
(of which a fac-simile is given in specimen 4) presenting the very same commendatory passage, as above 
quoted from Melanchthon’s dedicatory epistle to Bernardus Maurus. Another passage of the same 
description is to be found on the upper part of the title page; as shown in specimen 5, and also in speci- 
men 12, which is a portion of the commendatory' matter uj>on the reverse of the title page. The leaf 
affixed to the inside of the cover of the volume is also occupied with commendatory matter, as given in 
specimen 11. 

In illustration of what we have above observed regarding the character of the writing, and the style of 
the notes, the reader is referred to the first paragraph in the specimen just quoted, and to that of 
No. 10, Plate XVII., taken from the inside of the cover of Mclanchthon's “ Common Place-Book.” 
Not only is there u great conformity in the style of these two sentences, but the character of the writing 
is virtually the same, the slight difference in their appearance clearly arising from the degrees of care 
with which they have been executed. The capital letters in the word “MULTUM" and the Greek <t> in 
the word “ 'fiXixxoe,” in specimen 12, in this plate, arc particularly similar to those in specimen 8, 
Plate XVII. 

The fourteen specimens selected from the present volume exhibit a greater variety in the character of 
the round hand, than arc to be found in the specimens of the same taken from the “ Common Place- 
Book," see Plates XVI. to XXII. These variations, however, arc not such as to induce any one who 
attentively examines the volume, to consider the writing to have been by two or more persons. The 
general character of the writing is that of the small and firm round hand used by Melanchthon in 
some portions of his “ Common Place-Book,” for a specimen of which the reader is referred to No. 5, 
Plate XVI., also to the note in the smaller hand. No. 4 in the same plate. There the writing will be seen 
to be precisely the same as in the present volume, and a comparison of the peculiar formation merely 


‘ Corpus IU'formatoruni, vol. i., p. 60. 


Corpus Reformatorum, vol. L, p. 1 1 IB. 


of the letter t in the words doctori, doctor, and epistola, occurring in the specimens referred to, with 
others in the specimens 3*, 11, and 13, in tho present plate, suffices to confirm the correctness of the 
author, in having assigned the manuscript additions in this volume to the hand of Mclanchthon. 

A portion of the notes in the volume under consideration are in red ink, while many of those in black 
exhibit a reddish appearance; a circumstance observable in very many of the documents, epistolary 
correspondence, and other writings of Mclanchthon. An engraved figure in the upper part of the title 
page to the first work is partially coloured with red ink, and under the date is written in the same, 
“ Dresdce. Mens. Julio. An. 1528”; at, or from which place Melanchthon may have obtained the copy of 
the work, Dresden being only a few hours journey from Wittemberg. 

In this edition of Erasmus, “ De Copio Verborum," the first book contains only 154 chapters, while 
in the later editions the same book contains 206. The additional chapters arc however here supplied 
in manuscript. They commence at the end of the printed work, and are thus inscribed: “ Subscript a 
capita post novissimam wditionem primo libro per Erasmum sunt adjecta .” In this manner they are continued 
to chapter 184, the remaining chapters occupying several leaves at the commencement of the volume. 
After the additional chapters at the end of the text follows a transcript of a commentary on the work by 
Wolfgangus Meurcr, a fac-simile of the commencement of which is given in specimen 13. Manuscript 
indices of the principal words in the work, and some other matter, conclude the volume. 

We are informed by Freher, 1 that Wolfgang Meurcr was brought up at Leipsic; and that in 1542 he 
was made Professor of Philosophy at that place. We also learn, from the same author, that at his 
marriage, Melanchthon and Camerarius were his bridesmen ;* a circumstance which shows the intimacy 
that existed between Melanchthon and Wolfgang Meurer. If it was the intention of the former to 
publish an enlarged edition of this work, it was very natural that he should have wished to add the 
commentary of his young friend, and by his using the words “ Diligenter congestus ” it was evident that 
he considered it worthy of attention. 

The variety of ways in wluch Melanchthon signed his name, as already mentioned, is shown in Plate I. ; 
in this volume his name occurs in seven instances, each differing from the other, viz. P. M : specimen 3. 
CiXitt: fifXavx- specimen 11. Philippus Melanch: specimen 4. Ph: M. specimen 5. P. Mel: speci- 
men 6. P. Me. specimen 7. QiXmtoc. specimen 12. 

1 P. Frcheri Thcatrum Virorum Clarorum. Norimberga, 1688, p. 1283. 

’ " Eodcm anno (1549) pronubis Philippo Mclauchthonc et Joachimo Comerario, in matrimonium duxit virginem Margaretbam, 
filiam Christopbori Blaibalgii.” ib. p. 1283. 
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PLATE X 


I. Ooidii Opera. 3 tom. ...... Parma:, Slephanus Corallus, 1477. fol. 

The second and third volumes of this work (more particularly the third) contain numerous marginal 
notes and illustrative drawings, which are for the most part executed in pen and ink; many of them 
exhibiting much taste in their delineation, and others not wanting in singularity and drollery of concep- 
tion, as may be seen in the seven specimens given in the present plate. 

When these volumes first drew the author’s attention among others in the collection of Dr. Kloss, he 
conceived very little doubt of the illustrations they contain having been the production of the fertile pen 
of Mclanchthon, and under which conviction he has since purchased the work from Messrs. Payne and 
Foss, into whose hands it had fallen. Upon a further examination, however, and with the advantage of 
increased experience in the various handwritings of the Great Reformer, he is induced to admit that 
there is room to doubt the correctness of his former opinion, at the same time, so many points might be 
adduced in its confirmation, that it is not without great difficulty he can prevail upon himself to agree 
to its retraction. For instance, can there be greater evidence of the unity of the design and execution 
than appears in the fac-similes given in the first specimen from the present volumes and that in No. xn., 
Plate IV. ? Again, how strong is the resemblance between the head of the horse in specimen 6 in the 
present plate and that of which a fac-simile is given in No. viii. in the plate following? 

II. Terentii Comedia, a Guidone Juvenale et Jodoco Badio Ascensio explannUe. Parisiis, 1504. fol. 

The character of the writing in the numerous marginal notes and interlineary gloss in this edition of 
Terence is very much the same as in the " De Copia Verborum ” of Erasmus, though executed at an 
earlier period. Very many of them relate to the “ Adugia ” of Erasmus, and have evidently been written 
by Melanchthon with the view of illustrating that work ; a specimen of the notes is here given, with the 
|>assage to which it refers ; 

Text. “ Thraso : — tu hoscc instrue hie ego ero post principia.” 

Note. “ Sumptus est hoc a bellis in quibus tutissimus locus est post principia.” 

“ Vide Eras. C/iii. 1, Centuria 3, Ad. 94.” 

It may here be observed, that among the notes in the illustrated copy of Erasmus, “ De Copia Verborum,’' 
the works of Terence are frequently referred to. 

On the margins of the present volume are a great variety of singular and characteristic sketches in 
pen and ink, which are intermixed with the notes, and of these eight specimens are given on the right 
and left sides of this plate. Some of these are coloured, and very many of the initial letters are gro- 
tesquely ornamented, while a few of the capitals are rubricated, and some of the notes are in red ink. 
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PLATE XI 


I. Authentiaimm Collationcs IX Codicis L. X. — XII. Liber Feudorum. . Vend'd*, 1491. fol. 

At the commencement of this volume are two indices in manuscript, from which the three specimens 
here given are taken. The first index and a portion of the second are in a hand similar to specimens 1 
and 2, the remainder of the second being similar to specimen 3. 

II. Ciceroni* Officio. Latins. Cato Major. Venetiis, 1472. fol. 

A portion of the Oflieia and the Cato Major are illustrated with numerous marginal references and 
observations on the text. Very many of them are logical syllogisms, from which the following are taken 
as specimens : 

Major. Qui sunt insipientes suam culpam et vitia in senectutem conferunt. 

Minor. Ennias et Georgias id non fuerunt. 

Ergo. Non fuerunt insipientes. 

Qui in studiis et negotiis versatur senectutem obrepentera non sentit. 

Ego in studiis et negotiis versor. 

Ergo. Senectutem obrepentem non sentio. 

Quod caret voluptatibus cst miserum. 

Senectus caret voluptatibus. 

Ergo. Senectus est miserum. 

Quod habet temeritatem et libidincm cst malum. 

Voluptas habet in se temeritatem et libidinem. 

Ergo. Voluptas est mala. 

The character of the writing in many instances, as may be seen at the commencement of specimen 2, 
is very similar to that in the 22nd specimen from the Common Place-Book, sec Plate XIX. Many of 
the notes arc in a small cursive hand, quickly and carelessly written, and some of them are in red ink. 

The title page and last leaf of this volume are wanting. 

III. Tractatus Varii. In one volume. 8vo. 

On the title page of a tract by Eckius, in this volume, occurs a note, a fac-simile whereof is here given. 
The character of the writing is precisely the same as some of that in the Common Place-Book, see 
specimen 22, Plate XIX. 

The volume is in the Bodleian Library. 

IV. Hugonis Bcntii Expositio in primam Fen primi canonis Avicenna, Venetiis, 1517- — Expositio super 

libros Galcni, Venetiis, 1518. — Rvpositio super Aphorismos Ilippocratis, Venetiis, 1517- — <£c. 

In one volume, fol. 

There are many marginal observations throughout the several medical treatises in this volume. Some 
of the writing is in a large round luind similar to specimens 1 and 2 here given, and to the inscriptions of 
many of the Epistles in the Common Place-Book; see No. 7, Plate XVII., Nos. 18 and 19, Plate XVIII., 
and Nos. 27 and 32, Plate XX. Specimens 3 and 4 exhibit the smaller round hand, and specimen 5 the 
emsive hand. 

V. Erasmi Farabolarum sive Similium Liber. ..... Argenlorati, 1514. 4to. 

The notes in this Work are all in red ink, and written in the usually known hand of Mclanchthon, as 
may be seen in the specimens here given. 

VI. Pldlostratus de Vita ApoUonU Tyanei. ...... Bononia, 1505. fol. 

In this volume also, the character of the notes (from which we have selected five specimens) is that of 
the known hand of Mclanchthon. 
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VII. Galeni Opera. . Basiled:, 1529. fol. 

On the margins of this volume arc very numerous manuscript notes and references to the text. They 
are all written much in the same character as the five specimens here selected, and many of them 
appear as if they had been written with the side of the pen; see specimens 4 and 5. The cause of this 
appearance evidently arises from the quality of the paper, on which, being of a course and porous nature, 
it became difficult to write when the pen had been for some time in use. Some of the notes are in red 
ink, and others in a mixture of red and black. Some name also appears to have been erased from the 
title page. 

It may here be observed, that the study of medicine was pursued by Melanchthon from an early 
period of his life. In the third volume of the Corpus ltcformatorum, (p. 490), we find a preface to the 
works of Galen written by him in 1533; indeed, such was his thorough knowledge of their contents, 
that, Heerbrand states, in his funeral oration, he could repeat the greater part of them from memory. 

VIII. Philippe de Commutes , Cronicque et Histoire. ..... Paris, 1539- 8vo. 

The first of these specimens is of a note, whereof many occur on the margins of this chronicle in red 
and black ink. On the insides of the covers are many apothegms in Latin, Italian, and French, in the 
same style as those in specimen No. 2. 

On the upper part of the inside cover, facing the title page, occurs the date as given in specimen 3. 
It is curious to observe, that a capital letter M is here placed between the figures 5 and 4. From the 
peculiarity of the writing in the volume, the author has no hesitation in assigning the notes to the hand 
of Melanchthon, with whose character, in these respects, this fanciful manner of affixing the initial of 
his name is by no means inconsistent: the reader is referred to No. n. in the next plute, where, in 
specimen 3 we have a note with the initials of Melanchthon attached to it, (the character of the letter M 
lieing very similar to that in the present specimen), and in specimen 1 we have the date divided in a 
similar manner. 

Several of the initial letters are ornamented with the same red ink as used in the notes, and the sketch 
of the horse’s head (specimen 4) occurs on the margin of one of the pages. It is worthy of observation, 
that the style in which this head is drawn is very similar to that of the illustration of Ovid in the left 
hand column, specimen 6, in the previous plate. 

Some inscription has been carefully obliterated from the inside of the upper cover, and an erasure has 
also been made from the title page. 

IX. Ilomeri Ilias et Odyssea, Gr. 2 tom Venetiis apud Aldum, 1524. 8vo. 

Some of the notes in these volumes are very neatly written in red ink, and similar to specimen 1, which 
is a metrical version, in Latin, of six lines of the text. The remaining six specimens show the character 
in which the other notes are written, many of them being similar to specimens 6 and 7. 

X. Biblia Latina. . Lugduni, 1542. 8vo. 

In this copy of the Holy Bible are many references, written with dirty red ink, in the same character 
as specimens 2 and 3; and on the lower part of p. 179 occurs a note in the same careless manner of 
writing as in No. 14, Plate XVIIL, taken from Melanchthon’s Common Place-Book. There are many 
other notes written in a neat round hand, similar to specimen 1, which is a marginal annotation upon 
the following verse in the seventh chapter of Genesis : 

" Quicunque effuderit humanum sanguinem, fundetur sanguis illius : ad imaginem quippe dei 

factus est homo.” 

Affixed to this note occurs an abridgment of the name of Melanchthon, and it may be curious to notice 
that in almost every copy of the Iloly Bible which appears to have passed through the hands of 
Melanchthon, this particular verse is underlined and referred to. 

XI. Galeni Methodus Medendi, Thoma Linacro interprete. . . . Venetiis, 1527- 4to. 

Many of the manuscript notes and underlinings of the passages of the text of this treatise are the 
same as those in the collected edition of his works, from which specimens have been given in this plate. 
No. vn. The notes in that edition have been apparently written at a later period than those in the present, 
which, as may be seen by the fourteen fac-similes selected, present so great a variety of character as 
might induce a casual observer to doubt the possibility of their having been written by the same person. 

Some few of the notes are in red ink, and the greater portion of them have been written with con- 
siderable care. 
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PLATE XII 


I. Juvettci Presbyteri Carnuna Lipsia, 1511. 4to. 

Upon the title page of this work a name has been partially erased, which, however, from the initial 
letters still remaining, (see specimen 5,) it is pretty evident, was that of Philip Melanchthon ; the word 
“ buck," may likewise he distinctly traced at the end of the inscription, appearing to indicate that the 
volume in question had belonged to him. 

On the margins are many notes written at an early period of his life, and corresponding in character 
with other writings attributed to Melanchthon when a youth, sec specimens 1 and 3. Specimen 2 is a 
fac-simile of what appears to be some symbol, and occurs in two instances. 

On the reverse of the last leaf are six metrical lines, written in a round hand similar to specimen 4, 
taken from the margin of folio 21. 

II. Tacittis. Venetiis a pud Aldum, 1534. 4to. 

The first specimen from this volume is of an inscription taken from the lower part of the title page, 
informing us that this copy of the work had been the property of J. F. Royfstecks. On the two first 
pages of the text are four references; another on the reverse of folio 203, and one on folio 210, written 
apparently with the same ink and at about the same time as the inscription. The two notes on folios 
203 and 210 are given in specimens 2 and 3, and to one of them are attached the initial letters M " 

The character of the writing of these notes is precisely the same as that in the inscription from the 
title page, corresponding closely with the known hand of Melanchthon. This circumstance, taken in 
conjunction with the apparently flattering allusion conveyed in the inscription itself, clearly authorizes 
us to presume, that neither the inscription nor the notes are in the autograph of J. F. Royfstecks, but 
of Melanchthon himself. The probability is, that the person in question was a friend of Melanchthon, 
from whom he had borrowed the volume, and on the title page thereof had inscribed his name ; a con- 
clusion which is certainly not weakened by the peculiar subdivision of the date, respecting which the 
reader is referred to the observations upon the third specimen. No. m, in the previous plate. 

III. Borbuuii Nugttrum libri octo. Lugdttni, 1538. 8vo. 

The last leaf of this work is wanting. On the fly leaf at the end are twenty-four lines, from which 
the present specimen is taken, and from the end of which some name has apparently been erased. On 
the top of the title page is a Latin hexameter, in a larger round liand, such as frequently occurs in 
Melanchthon’s Common Place-Book. 

IV. Ciceronis Orationes in Verrem. Venetiis , 1506'. fol. 

The two first pages of these Orations alone are illustrated with marginal notes and gloss, of which 
four fac-similes are here given. 

The attention of the reader is particularly directed to the writing in specimen 4. In the series of 
fac-similes taken from the autograph letters of Melanchthon, are two in particular, (No. 3, Plate XXIV. 
and No. 1, Plate XXV.), the close conformity of which with that under consideration is such as to leave 
no doubt of their being by the same hand. In both we may perceive the same delicacy of character, 
varied only slightly by the difference in the texture of the paper, which occasions the writing in the 
former to appear somewhat Icsr free. If any doubt could exist upon the subject, it would be at once 
removed by a comparison of the characters individually ; for instance, what can be more striking than 
the resemblance between the letter g, as seen in the word coltigas, in the first line of the specimen 
No. 3, Plate XXIV., and the same letter as it appears in the word rogatus at the end of the fac-simile 
under consideration t 

There is another circumstance bearing upon this conclusion which is particularly deserving of notice ; 
namely, the simultaneous use of the more delicate and coarser hands throughout the few marginal notes 
in this volume, as may be observed in the specimens selected ; the substitution of the word recta in the 
correction of the autograph letter of wliich a fac-simile is given, No. 1, Plate XXV., is another striking 
example of this combination of characters. 
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V. Horatius, cum Commeuturiis Ascensii. Parisiis, 1503. fol. 

The title page to this work is wanting. The specimens 3, 4, 5, and 6 are taken from the reverse of 
the blank leaf at the end; the character of the writing thereon agreeing with that occasionally found in 
Melanchthon’s “ Common Place-Book." 

On the margins of the work are many notes in the same round hand, some more finely written than 
others, as in specimen 2. There are also a few in a similar hand to specimen 1. 

VI. Bibliu Sacra ad Hebraicam Veritutem reslitula. .... Basiled, 1557- 8vo. 

The margins of this edition of the Holy Bible are almost entirely covered with manuscript notes and 
illustrations by the hand of Mclanchthon. The volume was inserted in the catalogue of Dr. Kloss’s 
collection of books, and there stated to have been discovered by the vendors of the collection, in the 
library of the late Mr. Alexander Chalmers. It was probably purchased by Mr. Chalmers at some book- 
stall for the sum of 2s. 6tl., that mark appearing on the fly-leaf, and perhaps sold at that low price on 
account of the injury which the volume, in the opinion of the bookseller, had received from l>eing 
thus written on. 

The inscription containing tnc name of its previous possessor (" Richard Dart his book, ye 5th day oj 
January, 1707,",) occurring at the end, shows that some of the volumes which composed the library 
of Melanchthon had reached this country at an early period. 

At the commencement were four pages of manuscript matter, consisting of extracts from and refer- 
ences to various sacred authors. At the time of the sale, these being loose, had been most unfortu- 
nately mislaid, 1 having been put aside for the purpose of making fac-similes therefrom. One of the 
principal objects for which these fac-similes were designed, was to refute the opinion which some 
persons, arguing from the diversity in the size of the characters employed, had l)een hastily inclined to 
adopt — namely, that the annotations throughout this volume were by more than one person; an opinion, 
the fallacy of which, an inspection of these pages alone, would suffice to establish. The first three 
specimens here given, are taken from these four pages, and exhibit the union of the small and large 
characters, the former of which frequently occurs in the Common Place-Book ; see specimen 12, 
Plate XVIII., also specimens 30 and 31, Plate XX. The mere circumstance also, of all the underlinings 
of the various portions of the printed text to which the notes refer, presenting the same peculiar 
appearance, is sufficient to show that all the marginal observations are by one and the same hand. But 
indeed, any argument drawn from the mere size of the characters employed must in all cases be very 
inefficacious in determining the identity or diversity of the hands by whom they had been written. The 
circumstances under which the different annotations are made, the spaces allotted to them, and the 
occasions which they afford for a more protracted discussion, constantly varying, it would be impossible 
at all times to confine the style of writing to one standard, either of character or size. If, for instance, 
in the construction of the note given in specimen 4, Melanchthon had sought to employ the same sized 
hand as that with which he had commenced the note given in specimen 9, he would not have been able 
to have got in more than the first two lines. 

Some of the notes in this volume are in red ink, and very many in a mixture of red and black. In 
the four pages of manuscript referred to, the red ink has been used at the same time as the black ; for 
instance, in specimen 1 , the name of the author “ Augustinus lib. i. de Trinit." is in red, and the obser- 
vation following in black ink. 

The extreme minuteness of some of the writing occurring in this edition of the Bible, printed only 
three years before his decease, powerfully illustrates our previous observation, touching the great skill 
which Melanchthon at all times possessed in the use of his pen. 

These pages have since been found and delivered (o the Reverend Dr. Hnwtrey, of Eton, for whom the volume was 
purchased by Messrs. Payne and Foss at the sale of Dr. Kloss's library. 


PLATE XIII 


I. Ertismi in Novum Testament um Annotationes. ..... Basilew, 1542. fol. 

This volume was purchased of a bookseller who procured it front a gentleman residing in Germany. 
The text of the work is illustrated with numerous manuscript notes on the margins, from which the 
various specimens in this plate have been selected. The character of the writing is that of a mixture of 
a coarse cursive and round hand. Some of the notes are in red ink, and others in a mixture of both 
black and red. 

The tenth specimen is curious, as giving Melanchthon’s interpretation of the number 666. 

The volume appears to have passed through several hands, and one name has not only been erased 
from the title page, but part of the paper cut out. 


I 


Digitized by Google 



Digitized by Google 


A' AuguCf****? 

JU (fifrrrultlm cjuoj ajuiG eft m/U atta? ftr a ut'Jert Jeofefl.fl ***>*/ 
(t Jt Jenfs moef# cfecet 4oa?re,quw>v Jifeere , ******* fret 


ri-A-rs xi\ 


w ' fA^V^VwiyVWv^ ^)(r . 


, O H/J&JJ 

i yuqp*. vfC^ t»«np <£ 


aiyvA^-T^-tto^j-zjfc^t y^s 


W^frv A-> 
'Vw-A vS^v £*^/\ 



j\\ v -r-^L>~~> ^(ly \cv^i- Qx^Vj H f 




J^rat r* 

,,O 0 aa/JS ,''V 5 id*V, rrt'V trxvvi \<^>rcJr^f 

( 3 * ( > rwit 4 _ r^/Co , nJ*JwA«A ^-I«a 


( 3 ? ^t^fjyn^fuo 9 rt 

yyu?M 0 *• >ss 7 


VE Ci/rHVLI^lON^ 

-hi)nj>oriS o b/ah /r/ ^mj>rii 

r -r . ^ S Av p 7^0 rrricvt - 

K v<> ^-fVyWvyl 6 -vCT” ft 


w V" ^ ’ • ” " * W • - - -— # C" t { ’ w J V * / 

msjtfftYt t Svvty-^ tvivvt) • itr* -wn+yif +uf ^ 

pht*- hrryinrt*. Tt+4t*Jl J*yyvifa4 . /. ' 


i Waj 

'rw( . S* . 


! / 


5 f/U£J TA 14 T/ N^R.yy^ d*< 
4 f/rmo -Wr»iTiC( <)• 


d < /Ut+rry* 

'\^>l'Y» ffrltfpr*? *~ ’U 

o/vl •»» ^/V- / 

a ft»*+ fi 4 r~t{rflof 6 +**, 

//•A r^>n -#/f '+nJ Jr?ToJrt\ »A 


^ O' Wfy-i 7 

v ‘* *' 


, — ^-Zi'hrfi — — =-— . 

-p 4 <*••* ( 5 / r**p~n-t. irXr^r Of~ipy+ 


5 '** ^ M -f- ^ fr\tkr>*r *'• f-»- AAw*- / *~ $** , 


/ twit 


Digitized by Google 


PLATE XI Y. 


I. Krasmi in Novum Testamentum Annotationes Basilea, 1519- fol. 

On the lower part of the title page to this edition of the Commentaries of Erasmus on the New 
Testament, occurs the inscription us given in fac-simile, specimen 4. This passage is from the fifth 
chapter of St. John, verse 39: “ Search the Scriptures, for in them ye have eternal life: untl they are they 
which testify of me." From underneath this inscription some mime or passage has been most carefully 
obliterated. 

The text of the work is not illustrated with many marginal notes ; there are however some in the 
same character as is found in the “ Common Place-Book,” and some are in red ink. The note given in 
specimen 3 applies to the following oft-quoted compliment paid by Erasmus to Melanchthon in this work, 
which was first printed 1515, Melanchthon being then only eighteen years old: “ Ad deiwt immortalem 
qtiam span de se prcebet, adnwdum etiam adolescent, ac pene puer, Philippas ille Melanchthon utraque 
literalura pent ex cequo suscipiendus? Quod invenlionis acumen ? qua sermonis puritas!" <$v. This passage 
Melanchthon has underlined, and (as in the similar case of the tract by Hutten ulready alluded to in the 
observations upon No. vm., Plate VIII.,) has affixed in the margin his own name in the manner here 
given. 

The insides of both the covers, together with the reverses of the last and fly leaves at the end, contain 
quotations in manuscript from the works of St. Augustin and others of the fathers, from which specimens 
1, 2, 5, 6, and 7 are taken. The German hand in specimens 5 and 6 is not unlike that in specimen 21, 
Plate XIX., and specimen 27, Plate XX., from the "Common Place-Book." The writing in specimens 
2 and 7 is that usually known us the hand of Melanchthon. 

II. Melanchthonis Opuscula Philosophica , #c . — Dc Supputationc Mot us Solis. — De Conversione temporis 

oblati in tempos Astronomicum. — De Rcductione . — De Medio Solis motu inveniendo. — De Aitge 

inveniendo. — De Argumento Solis. — De /Bquatione, §c. — De Hypothesibus Circuli facientibus 

ad intclligendum Calculum tabularum Brulemicarum. — Dejinitiones Circuli. — Erplicatio Dia- 

grammatis, $c. . Manuscript, fol. 

These various philosophical observations occupy many leaves, accompanied with diagrams, and are 
bound up with the printed work entitled “ Joh. Pithsani Perspectiva communis." (1480.) They were 
written by Melanchthon in the year 1553 at Wittcmbcrg, as appears from the inscription at the com- 
mencement of the first treatise, a fac-simile of which is given in specimen 1. 

The character of the writing throughout is much the same as in specimen 2, presenting a mixture of 
the round and cursive hands; and many of the inscriptions to the various subjects treated on, are in 
capitals, as in the specimen just referred to, the style of which is precisely the same as is frequently to be 
found in the " Common Place-Book.” 

This manuscript was particularly marked by Dr. Kloss, (in whose collection it was,) as being in the 
handwriting of Melanchthon, and was so lettered on the outside of the binding. It does ap}>car some- 
what extraordinary that Dr. Kloss should not have noticed the precise similarity of the style and the 
great resemblance of the character of the writing in this volume to much of that in Melanchthon’s 
“ Common Place-Book.” 

III. Chronica dutch Magistrum Johan Carion. ..... JVittemberg, 1531. 4to. 

This is the first edition of Melanchthon’s well-known chronicle. Ilis son-in-law Caspar Pcucer, 1 in 
his dedication in the edition of this work printed at Wittcmbcrg in 1572, informs us, that, John Carion, 
a professor of mathematics (at Frankfort), wrote a chronicle which, previous to printing, lie forwarded 

> “ Nomon Clironici Carionis reliimi, quixl mularc illud autor primus sanctm lieatteque memorise Phiiippus Mclamhon soccr 
meus nuluit. Occasio nomiuis hujus inde extitit, quod cum Johannes Carion Mathcmaticus ante annus quadraginta ccepisset 
contexerc chronicon, ct recognosce ml um illud atquc emendandum, priusquam prelo subjicerctur, misisset ad Philippum Mcluntho- 
ncm, hie, quod parum prutiorctur, totum akoluvit una litcra, alio conscripto, cai tnmen Carionis nomrn prefix it Scd ct hoc cum 
rctcxuissct, amici nomen ct memorium, A cujus primordiis * prima Clironici contexendi nata atquc profccta cssct, titulo 

posternti commcndarc voluiu ” — Epistoia dedicatoria Casp. Peuccri in Mchmtfionis Chroniei editwnem impr. ItlUritryce, 1572. 


to Melanchthon, who, finding it so imperfect, struck out almost every line, and in lieu thereof wrote the 
present volume, to which, however, he prefixed the name of Carion, not wishing that his friend shoidd 
be deprived of the honor of having originated the work. 

At the end of the work are forty-nine pages of historical matter in manuscript, evidently by the 
hand of Melanchthon. The character of the writing is similar to that in the three fac-similes 1, 4, 
and 5. The constant intermixture of the red and black ink is to be observed throughout, while 
the black presents that reddish tint which is noticed so frequently in his autograph letters and other 
writings. In the course of this additional matter the word Philippus occurs in German and in Latin 
thirty times; in all of which, with five exceptions, the letters i are not dotted; but where the word is used 
in the genitive case, see specimen 4, then the final letter i is found to have the dot. It may be also 
observed, that in the five exceptions alluded to, only une of the letters « are dotted ; a singularity parti- 
cularly noticed in Professor Lichtenthaleris communication, as quoted in illustration of this curious point 
in the observations upon the first plate. 

The text of the work is occasionally illustrated with observations on the margins, from which speci- 
mens 2 and 3 arc; taken. 
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PLATE XV 


I. Enchiridion piarum precationum, cum Calcndario et passional i, ut vacant etc. Mar. Luth. 

Wittemberga, 1 529- 12mo. 

Many of the prayers in this little volume have marginal notes and references to the scriptures. The 
present specimen is a fac-simile of the first page of the catechism concluding the volume, and gives the 
printed text with the interlineary and other marginal observations. The fac-simile is curious, as shewing 
how Melanchthon was in the habit of covering the margins of any book to which his attention was par- 
ticularly directed. 

On the title page occurs, in manuscript, the date 1529, and some inscriptions have evidently been erased 
from the upper part of it. 

II. A portion of one of the four pages in manuscript referred to in the observations upon No. vi., Plate XII. 
The only object in introducing another fac-simile from these pages is to manifest more particularly the 
intermixture of the large and small hands than is shown in the specimen 3, No. vi., in the plate referred 
to. 

As an evidence of the identity of the handwriting, the reader is requested to compare the characteristic 
formation of the word Nazianzenus with the same word occurring in specimens m., iv., and v. following. 

III. This specimen is taken from the fly leaf at the commencement of the " Common Place-Book.” 

IV. From the inside of the cover of the copy of Erasmus's Annotations upon the New Testament, from 
which the fac-similes in No. i. in the previous plate are taken. 

V. Mclanchthonis (Philippi) Loci Pracipui Theologici. .... IJpsia, \556. 8vo. 

A large paper and, apparently, a presentation copy, the word “ Chrhtophoro " being written on the 
title-page immediately after the date. The surname, however, of the person to whom the copy belonged 
has been cut out. Opposite, on the inside of the cover, is the inscription as here given in fac-simile. 
The coarseness of the writing arises from the ink having run, owing to the soft texture of the paper. 

VI. Chronicon Carionis Latine expositum et auctum, <J-c. a Philippo Melantlione. JViteberga , 1558. 8vo. 

The inside of the cover and the fly-leaf at the commencement of this volume, (of which the recto is 
here given in fac-simile,) are occupied by fourteen hexameter and pentameter lines, in the handwriting 
of Melanchthon, the subject thereof “ De Monarchiis ” being prefixed. From the circumstance of there 
being no manuscript notes on the margins, it may be presumed either thatjhis copy of his Chronicle, 
as also the preceding volume, had been presented by Melanchthon to one of his friends, or that he had 
been by them requested, as was customary in those days, to inscribe a few lines as a memorial of his 
acquaintance. 
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PLATES XVI. TO XXII. INCLUSIVE 


THE COMMON PLACE BOOK OF PHILIP MELANCIITHON. 

MANUSCRIPT, IN FOLIO. 

The annexed Index, principally copied from that at the commencement of the volume, sufficiently 
shows its contents. It is not in the least degree here intended, to attempt to enter into an investigation of the 
importance of this volume, containing, as it does, documents so particularly connected with Luther, and, probably 
the only copies of some of his writings, as well as also of some of those of Mclanchthon ; but rather to show, 
from the character of the writing therein, the correctness of assigning the greater portion of it, to the hand of 
Mclanchthon. 

The articles marked with a star are not inserted in the manuscript index. 
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Being desirous of re-examining this invaluable and truly venerable volume, I took the liberty of addressing 
the Right Reverend the Lord Bishop of Lichfield, for whom it had been expressly purchased by Messrs. Longman 
at the sale of the library of Dr. Kloss. 

I am indeed much indebted to his Lordship for the very kind manner with which my application was 
received ; and more particularly, for the permission so liberally granted, to make use of the opinion which his 
Lordship had written on the volume. In availing myself of his Lordship’s kindness, I will endeavour to show 
that the portion of the volume, on which his Lordship hesitates to give an opinion, is also by the hand of 
Melanchthon; and I have only to lament that the discovery of the volume having been the Common Place- 
Book of Melanchthon, had not fallen to the lot of one whose judgment might probably have been deemed more 
worthy of consideration. 

The following is the opinion of his Lordship, as written at the end of the index to the volume : 

" I have no doubt of this having been his Common Place-Book, and a great deal of it, by far the greatest 
portion, as far as p. 71 1, being written in his own hand. The remainder being principally written after his death 
in 1560, cannot be so. Yet I am fully persuaded that the two very last pages, pp. 842, 843, which are written 
in a hand resembling that at the beginning of this volume and on the left hand cover are his, and I observe the 
date of the letter (of Johannes Mathesius) being 1543 confirms this. He may have had his reasons for putting 
this letter at the end of the volume rather than in continuation with his other transcripts. On the German 
cursive hand I cannot give an opinion, probably all or nearly all at the beginning of the volume may be his, but 
in so great a variety and decided difference of hands as occurs, I see no reason why we may not account for 
them by supposing that he occasionally employed an amanuensis, p. 469 el seq., p. 480 et seq., p. 499 et seq., 
p. 529, p. 530, (the margin is Melanchthon’s), p. 570 el seq., and so on. The variations continually becoming 
longer and more decided. It is of great consequence to compare some of these suspicious variations with 
those which, bearing date after Melanchthon’s death, cannot be his. But very curious is a specimen at p. 889, 
IVDITIVM DE SACRAMENTIS, which, like that at p. 842, seems to me genuine.” 

It is singular that, while in the above opinion, his Lordship particularly and lastly alludes to the article 
“ Judilium de Sacrameiitis," occurring on pages 809 and 810, the last fac-simile I had at that time selected from 
the volume, should have also been from these pages. To this article are affixed the initials <!•. M., see fac-simile 
in Plate XX., specimen 34, No. iv. The peculiarity of this signature, and the general character of the writing 
on these two pages, so closely resembling that usually known as the autograph of Melanchthon, first attracted 
my attention, and, in connection with other circumstances, induced me to examine the writing in the other 
portions of the volume. After most attentively and most minutely scrutinizing the several styles of writing; 
carefully comparing them letter by letter in all their varieties ; observing the different gradations thereof, both 
in their size and the quality of their execution; finding the various handwritings so completely intermixed one 
with the other; and that though presenting a difference of appearance, they nevertheless all possessed a charac- 
teristic similarity, I felt no hesitation in assigning the greater portion of the writing in the volume to the hand 
of Melanchthon ; a conclusion, indeed, from which I never, for one moment departed since it first came under 
my notice. 

In the selection of letters and other writings which he has transcribed into this volume, Melanchthon does 
not appear to have preserved any kind of chronological order, as may be seen from the foregoing index. The 
first article is dated 1527, while others are of a much earlier and others of a much later period; for instance, 
page 51, 1530:— p. 52, 1539:— p. 57, 1540:— p. 145, 1525:— p. 194, 1519:— p. 462, 1547:— p. 489, 1518:— 
p. 515, 1555:— p. 842, 1543. 

The earliest date which occurs in the volume is 1518, and the latest 1555. From the appearance of the 
writing, it is very evident that the first three hundred pages were written at about the same time. The circum- 
stance, however, of the transcript of an article, dated 1540, occurring in the fiftieth page, clearly proves that 
the compilation of the volume had not proceeded far at that period, (indeed perhaps it may not even been 
commenced until subsequently), while the date 1555 affixed to the Latin poem on page 515, (see fac-simile 9, 
Plate XVII.) evidently shows that that portion of the volume was either written at or after that period. 

From the appearance of the volume, it would also seem as if Melanchthon had taken it up at different 
periods, when probably he was most enabled to devote his attention to it. He may even have laid it aside for 
two or three years, or more ; and those intervening parts (occupied, as before stated, with the writing of the 
after possessor or possessors,) were most probably left blank at the time by Melanchthon with the view of appro- 
priating them to some particular articles. 


The reason of the difference in the appearance of the writing in the various parts of the volume may arise, 
not only from its having been executed at these different periods, as well as from the state of health or incli- 
nation in which Melanchthon may have been when occupied upon it. Indeed, it would be scarcely possible, 
for any person, except a professed scribe, taking up a volume at different periods throughout a course of fifteen 
years or more, to continue his writing in the same manner: the colour of the ink, the quality of the pens used, 
without taking into consideration the state of mind or health of the individual, would of themselves produce a 
variety in the appearance of the writing, and yet at the same time not affect its general character. 

Melanchthon appears to have bestowed considerable pains on the commencement of the volume, and also 
on some of the subsequent parts. 

Pages 1 to 331 are written very much in the same style and character, being in the careful large and small 
round hand, with a little of the smaller cursive. The German in these pages is also equally well written. 

Pages 334 to 380 are in the larger round hand; page 351 and part of page 350 being in the large upright 
and coarser round hand. 

Pages 381 to 496 are in the small and large upright cursive hands. 

Pages 497 and 498 are in the large round hand, but partaking a little of the character of the upright hand. 

Pages 499 to 511 are in German. The first article, extending to page 506, is in a thick and firm hand, 
differing from any other in the volume, and evidently not by Melanchthon. 

Pages 512 to 528, and the two leaves following, which are unpaged, are in the round hand, and most care- 
fully written. 

Pages 529 to 536 are in the large upright round hand, and very carelessly written. 

Pages 537 to 598 are, with the exception of an article on page 565, in a cursive hand. 

Pages 599 to 604 are in a singular upright German hand. 

Pages 605 to 635 are in a cursive German hand, written probably by one of his friends. The article itself 
is in a hand quite different from any other part of the volume, but it has on the first few pages four marginal 
notes by Melanchthon. 

Pages 636 to 802 are by the person or persons into whose hands the volume afterwards passed. The letters 
and writings on these pages, principally relating to Luther and Melanchthon, are of a period subsequent to the 
death of the latter, some of them even later than 1580. The character of the writing is entirely different, 
though many of the inscriptions to the pieces are executed according to the same plan as that used by 
Melanchthon, which has here been adopted, and to a certain degree imitated. 

Pages 803 and 804 are in the same very firm and thickly written round hand, as page 565. 

Pages 805 and 806 are in the same cursive hand as pages 690 to 598. 

Pages 809 and 810 are occupied by the article “ Iuditium de Sacramentis,” probably the last piece in the 
volume written by Melanchthon. 

The writing on pages 811 to 824 is by the same person or persons as that in pages 636 to 802. 

On page 829 commences an article in German, which proceeds to the end of the recto of the last leaf, 
page 841. The reverse of this leaf being occupied by the letter by Mathesius, the continuation of this article is 
transferred to page 827 and ends on page 823 ; a circumstance which proves that the letter by Mathesius was 
previously written. This letter, occupying the reverse of tire last leaf and the inside of the cover, completes the 
contents of the volume. 


PLATE XVI 


) . The Title of the Index at the commencement of the volume. The inscriptions to many of the pieces and 
letters are written in capitals in the same style and character; see specimens 5, 8, 28, and 36. 

2. Seven references from the Index, as specimens of the character in which it is written. The first gives the 

German hand. The second, third, and fourth, a bold round hand similar to much of the larger Latin 
hand occurring throughout the volume. The fifth and sixth is similar to the character in which many 
of the inscriptions to the letters are written ; see specimens 6, 7, 10, 18, and 39. The seventh is similar 
to much of the smaller Latin hand, see specimen 6; it also frequently occurs intermixed with the larger 
hand, and more particularly at the ending of the letters, see specimens 12, 30, 31, and 35. 

3. This specimen, taken from p. 17, shows the general character of the Latin round hand; though much of 

it, equally large, appears as if it had been written with a coarser pen; see specimens 8, 11, and 29. It 
also gives in the second and third lines a few words in German ; many of the letters and pieces at the 
commencement of the volume being in this character. 

4. The inscription to an article at p. 121. This specimen shows the large German text and cursive hands, as 

may be seen again in specimen 26, where they occur intermixed with the large Latin round and smaller 
cursive hands. The marginal note is in the same character as specimen 5, though smaller. 

5. The commencement of an article occupying the lower part of p. 119 and the whole of p. 120. There arc, 

comparatively, very few instances in the volume in which Melanchthon has commenced and finished any 
article in this small and firm round hand ; though he frequently employed it at the end of his letters. 
It often occurs intermixed with the larger hand, more particularly at p. 160; sec also No. 35, Plate XXI. 
The character of this hand is very similar to that occurring in the volume containing the Copia Verborum 
of Erasmus; see No. ii., Plate IX. 

6. The Letter commencing on the lower part of p. 32S, the one following on p. 329, (of which this specimen 

shows the commencement), and the whole of the two, next pages, are in this quickly and freely written 
cursive hand, while the writing on the very next page presents quite a different character. Of this 
writing a fac-simile is also given in specimen 37, Plate XXI.; there the reader will observe that the two 
first lines and part of the third are in the same cursive hand as in the specimen before us, and that the 
hand in the third line changes at the word “ quid," and verges into a more upright round hand. The 
colour of the ink in the original clearly shews that the continuation of the letter where the hand changes, 
was written at a different period. 
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PLATE XVII 


7. The commencement of a Letter to King Henry VIII. on page 452. This specimen presents the same 
character as that in Plate XXI. before referred to, though, being closer written, it more resembles the 
specimen No. 38 following, in the same plate. It is singular that, from page 381 to 461, this mode of 
writing the Latin hand is continued, though some of it is not so closely or so uprightly written. In many 
instances the larger round hand is intermixed. The inscriptions to the letters are similar to those of 
other letters in a different character. 

8 and 9. The beginning of a Poem on page 513, and the ending of the same on page 515. The character of 
the writing from page 512 to 52.9 is much the same as in this specimen, and similar to much at the 
commencement of the volume, though being in a more upright round hand, the letters more detached, 
and executed with a heavier pen, it may assume, to the casual observer, a different appearance. 

10. This passage is taken from the left hand cover of the volume. It is in the larger round hand, though 
more coarsely written than the specimens of the same hitherto given. The writing on pages 377 to 380 
inclusive, presents much the same appearance ; though a little larger, it is similar to that at the com- 
mencement of the letter to Mathesius at the end of the volume ; see specimen 29, Plate XX. 

The preceding fac-similcs, from being too much “ charged " by the printer, gives the writing a thicker 
appearance than in the original. 


PLATE XVIII 


11 and 12. The first two and last three lines of a Letter on page 350. It commences in the large firmly 
written round hand, and finishes in the smaller cursive. The first eight lines of this letter are written 
more firmly than the rest, and partake more of the upright hand, as may be seen in specimen 7 in the 
previous plate, though a little larger. It is also clear, from the original, that the latter part of this page 
and the entire of the next, were written at a different period from those preceding. 

13. The commencement of a Letter on page 478; the inscription to it being in the same large hand as in 

specimen 7 in the previous plate. 

14. The continuation of the same on page 479, which, to the middle of page 480 (where it concludes) being 

very quickly and carelessly written, is scarcely legible. 

15. This Letter is followed by another, which commences on the same page, and is very neatly and delicately 

written, as may be seen in this specimen, being of two lines from the continuation of it on page 481. This 
very small and quickly written cursive hand is carried on in Latin and German to page 496; the inscrip- 
tions to the pieces therein, being in the same large hand as used for those in the upright round hand in 
pages 381 to 461, referred to in No. 7 and elsewhere. The character of the writing in these pages, (480 
to 494,) is precisely the same, some being merely smaller, and more widely written tlian others. 

16. The generality of the writing from pages 537 to 598 inclusive, is somewhat different in character from 

that in the previous portion of the volume. A letter on page 537 presents a mixture of a round and 
cursive hand, which style continues (though occasionally more delicately written,) to page 560 inclusive. 
The handwriting, after the few first lines on page 561, becomes gradually more slanting, till, as may be 
seen in specimen 25 in the next plate, it finally assumes quite the character of a quickly and carelessly 
written cursive hand. The present specimen is the commencement and date of a letter on page 546. 
The character of this writing is the same as that of the smaller cursive hand, which may be seen by 
comparing the word “agimui” in the first line in this specimen, with the same word in the first line of 
the previous specimen. The capitals in these pages, though more carelessly made, are also precisely 
the same. 

1 7. The ending of a Letter on page 540. This is in the same character as the previous specimen. The reader 

is however referred to specimen 43, Plate XXII., which is taken from an article in German at page 58, 
(the commencement of the volume,) where, in the last line, we have the Latin hand introduced, of a 
character very similar to that in the present specimen; for example, compare the words “ Beneficium " 
and “Bene” in the last lines of each respectively. 

18. The inscription to an article on page 561. The article itself is written in the same character as the 

previous specimen. 

19 and 20. The inscription and three lines from an article on page 803. The character of these, though much 
more firmly written, is precisely the same as that of the large round hand so frequently used throughout 
the volume. At page 565 is another piece in precisely the same hand, the inscription being in red ink, 
as is also the present 
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PLATE XIX. 


21. The inscription and commencement of a piece in German on page <177; the former, a beautiful specimen 

of Mclanchthon's large Gothic text hand, and the latter, one of his finer German upright, and very similar 
to the few words in German occurring in specimen 3, Plate XVI. 

22. The ending of a Letter on page 529. This style of hand continues to page 536, and from being written 

more carelessly, more closely, and more unevenly than the large round hand generally, it assumes a 
different appearance. The article on pages 497 and 498, though not so badly written, still partakes 
somewhat of the same character. The inscription to this letter is the larger round hand. 

23. A marginal note on the corner of page 529. It is in the same quickly written cursive hand as frequently 

employed by Melanchthon for the ending of his transcripts. 

24 and 25. The inscription and ending of a Letter on pages 584 and 585. These specimens show the cursive 
hand alluded to in the observations upon specimen 16 in the previous plate. 

26. This specimen, taken from the lower part of page 299, is intended to illustrate the various hand-writings 
found principally throughout the first 350 pages of the volume. Here we have, the larger Latin round 
hand, — the large German text, — the second sized Latin round hand, — the German cursive, and the Latin 
cursive hands. Thus have we, in a few lines at the bottom of one page, five, different characters of 
writing completely intermixed. Pages 295, 300, and 301 in the original, are particularly curious, as 
exhibiting this circumstance even more strikingly than the present specimen. 


F 


Digitized by Google 


PLATE XX 


27. The inscription and two lines of an article in German, commencing on page 599. This upright German 

hand is very curious, and continues to page 604 inclusive. Two specimens of the same are also given 
in Plate XXII., Nos. 53 and 54, intermixed with the round Latin hand. 

28, 29, 30, and 31. The inscription, commencement, part of the continuation, and the ending of the letter to 

Mathcsius, occupying the last page and right hand cover of the volume. 

This letter, to which the Right Reverend the Lord Bishop of Lichfield ha3 particularly referred in his 
observations respecting this volume, commences in the large round hand, and ends with the smaller 
cursive ; the former gradually decreasing in size, as may be seen in specimen 30, Melanchthon having 
evidently perceived that by continuing the larger hand, he would have been unable to have completed 
the letter in the space he had allotted to it. The same circumstance occurs in very many instances 
throughout the volume. 

32 and 33. The beginning of an article on page 809, to which we have had occasion particularly to draw the 
attention of the reader in the commencement of our observations upon the volume under consideration. 

This writing more closely resembles the usually admitted hand of Melanchthon than that in any 
other portion of the volume; the inscription is in the same character as that of many of the other 
pieces. The usual degree of care does not appear to have been bestowed upon the article itself; 
the lines are irregular, all inclining to the right, and the writing on the lower part of the page (see 
specimen 33,) is smaller and not near so well executed as at the commencement The continuation of 
the letter on page 810 is written with a little more care and in a larger hand, resembling specimen 10, 
Plate XVII., though not so clearly written. The initials <{>. M. (for a fac-simile of which see No. 34, 
specimen 4,) are affixed to the article. 

Another peculiarity observable in the document under consideration remains to be noticed; we allude 
to the introduction of the marginal observation, as shewn in the present specimen No. 32. Of this 
custom on the part of Melanchthon of occasionally illustrating his own writings with marginal observa- 
tions, many examples might be adduced from his dorrespondence preserved in the Royal Library at 
Munich, and elsewhere. One example, however, in the present collection will suffice ; the reader is 
referred to specimen 1, Plate XXIX., being a fac-simile of the conclusion of a letter in the possession of 
Mr. Cochran. 

34. Seven different specimens of the signature of Melanchthon occurring in various parts of the volume. For 
more on this subject, the reader is referred to the observations on Plate I. 


Digitized by Google 


F;1,A T* XX. 

~^y~ 


'dirtokU Al. Martini Gji/terfy 

cl ^ pf 0 "? 2 * • ;V ^i?/. 

(^vv«6W" ^ywiSf C^vfi ilwrti€A»«f v»ww 

^v*\ wy-f^wf prv**%v^w«~9 v*vt Awiifvf Sm^w-j^vy jjUvv^ 1 


f4 $ U t+A l * A A A> /V i ; M.AT « 
fMBSlI JC*_J AT> AM.\‘. 

Cv * priivT >< 


<*/* 


J~f,r 1 «U'»"* 7«^>«‘ Apl 7***^ A* . f'J tk At tfa) 

■n*ftrel*r*t V^Tf-n 7 U, bu* 4 *f , (CuAtt frt frk, fifrA+nt dtfrtt 

ytun^W t** k ^ A'L 4 1tt/ l bvkLC*t CtMiYtYA . f ’.J tMjlx /*4 cj-ha tr : 

in* y*~> v***~ r i>t~+*i* 

-i*jk . • ^ £*m- — «/» yc^*w. 


* V~~ <ivtr\ JW iyv... 

Vr-e~~? Su— -^.- M-A ~~»-£ -~^' 

A~~» , f „ 


'— JV.'.*— ~j 'W-'-'J Uw^/ *W ^ f\y */£. 


fVO/m/K <D 6 SAzfi^MhTH 

An..*lf /wr Gm^s £/6 ChTvvti'nvj s ■ It ‘ftUaiujs cjify. 

li l*l*t C ®»t y t r 


<«9 


>*-Kr • r V+*gli* v» /»fc 

rl , ft w (.^ w* •&.'*■ J 

vIUt* 'VTtv* . ^ n/ » - ' — y» ^ // 


*"■* '>+LjriA dr'X 1v 


A) 


x w r * v y v v*i* v***v, 

j . ., ' . -vliA-**^ -rr™ ryj r P ^ li- 

a,i-' ’~ y, a t 

^ Ofc*A^ dw^U^ 






cr«# ^x/yju. 


'W 


./ 


Am fc <»w 




** v ^ / >M 


^ A&rtK£t 


3 

JVl 




rvichtt: ; -, ^' P ‘ • 


• ..•*1';. ..•*>.»^» V r *’ * 




U 


fm M J, tuherui aJ M-. 

(knlurfg Qy^>n?n^ ueUe.rtt^b^ula , 

finuf, (Ai*tf C*U('g6Vl6 rri C aj'tAj^IoT* 
j bie#ui oft^ fcrfrvt^ft'clu) fufftniaT 
Pfei/ 9 **i~~ ocx 1 1 j-uaJffle*, 

I «-/ 0 »V» < v 

•y ‘ ' 


TLATr.XXl. 

Qx.v C^TU 'Bj-A JkA 

Joann rV W nt :A 

fHO. 

uR_ £/fc/a^N</ rntltmn. (U*&6eU uatvp okcentj 
-Jorm* vtti ctoc**f t 4 tp(t*f * 7 -not* /ZU 


i>V~^ W«£ <V \*—4 


^v\ua £—», * — ^ /^b*~i rW&i nftp 

~JL , c& — ^ w-r fV'" 

TrXCfJT 4 ( 4 ) (V^ * , u-'c^ ^ «**'>•«- 

^ ““*■’* * f*- fw“- 

f/c» 0 t> 2 c vu*** w ^ kW* vv<J . ^/ t'Jff « 4 w f a «f r i 


13 * 


r«*K Ylu^yJs U UL, 


1 &’ 


K ! *? *J^rXZ ^ 

0 ?fl/fr£> Q) och'Ht Mv!( 

vwid w»s (a^T^A’Ivj e 4 vi/tA-Uv*?** tvyttiwufAi u+ 

Uv/Vvc ^v#uIm>vi ef /vWv**^,^ MCdut^ht by* U<m fvl^c^vJnf 

* it " 

J 1 . /^>/ I / . 


AottiYM §Mvrti G). 7 )..^. 

it HU M M.M’lrtJbt ' 

Q" <A '‘Mjt flJjM J UktJ, <*Mbtv tbhl&tAj t**i M{tto , ~h' r i{ 

^lAAr* *i fc*Uq t n+n -ryuso^uf^tprt -y^j) fct** dt n thr»i cfi*U 


7 vf 


& 




[G.U, ^ 7 )e q* stfltr* rr*fr yerlMsr*, ?■/*&'*>* 
t'fos i* (t+y*** Cpy Jjn'ndj **" /fi+'j 

La. M . 0 > £« lM<£»tor ■ kf’**”* 


Jvu Ct 
Coy i'll l -. 
JKJ l 


y~.T».M,- A> t~X* frr^kovkm'ty 

<& W-rtM*, .[*& »»**• 

1 . CVO »• £«■* ^ 


4 +lJwvt UPtAruni, 

idA> c^iytjj d'lTn 

fyiSctde&n - Ct tvfpd ia/ 
/ ?.toZo}D^/ft^ . ^ 
tyrvwM* fttJflMi 
M* »*Ktti tr?K*f b 
IwA&P ijdt t] 


a 1 tfp 6 wir"- . - » |c 

/te/^ x f>& 4 n Cp/rUyf"S 4 * , 

S* 7 *?\ 7 / / 'T /-V / N //yfl / 7 /{ 

K^'!ML± 


VC ft<^ 


Pi.itM^bv t: ■/■’:<) i*J ».' 


Digitized by Google 


PLATE XXI 


This and the following plate have been made since the author has had the opportunity, through the kind- 
ness of the Right Reverend the Lord Bishop of Lichfield, of re-examining the volume. 

35. The inscription to four metrical lines on page 54, giving a fine specimen of the larger round hand, and 

showing the employment of it in conjunction with the small round hand, as used in the writing of the 
article entitled “ Blatphemia Duplex” on p. 119; see specimen 5, Plate XVI. 

36. This, the inscription, and commencement of a Poem, immediately follows the four lines referred to in the 

observations upon the previous specimen on the same page. The poem itself, occupying the next page 
and a portion of page 56, presents, as shown in the two lines given, by far the neatest and most elegant 
specimen of penmanship throughout the volume, though much of the writing in the round hand in other 
parts is admirably executed. 

The specimens following, from 37 to 42 inclusive, have been selected for the purpose of showing the 
several variations of the upright round hand. 

37. This specimen, from page 332, has been particularly referred to in the observations upon No. 6, Plate XVI. 

There is, comparatively, very little of this smaller cursive hand in the volume, it having been adopted 
mostly at the endings of the writings. It occurs however on pages 197, 203, and from 328 to 332, 
upon which latter, as may here be seen, it verges into more of a round and upright hand. This alteration 
however continues only to the next page; but the additional specimen 37*, taken from the previous 
page, (in which the word “ Bucerus ” occurs in this upright hand, intermixed with the same smaller 
cursive character,) singularly and at once clearly proves them both to have been written by the same 
person. The smaller Latin cursive hand also occurs at page 478, and continues intermixed with the 
German of a similar character to 496 inclusive. 

38. The same upright hand again occurs at page 381, and continues, intermixed with the German of a similar 

character and size, to page 461 inclusive. The first three lines of the present specimen are from the 
commencement of page 382; the writing is very close, and the first line extends to little more than three- 
fourths across the page; the lines then gradually become longer, and the writing on the remainder of the 
page larger, more free, and more extended, as is shown in the last two lines of this specimen, being from 
the end of the same page. 

39. The first line of the inscription and first two lines of an article on page 424. The character of the writing 

is the same as in the previous specimen, only a little larger and more firmly executed. 

40. The inscription and first two lines of a Letter commencing on page 378. The writing is here a little 

larger, and having probably been written with a new pen, presents a more delicate apj»earance. 


41 and 41*. Pages 362, 363, and 364 are occupied by a Letter in the large round hand, which presents, though 
much more closely written, the same upright character as that from which the previous specimens are 
taken; see specimen No. 41*, from the last eight lines of this letter; the final line being in the smaller 
cursive hand. The other specimen. No. 41, comprises two marginal references to the same letter on 
page 363, where also the smaller cursive hand appears. 

42. The first three and last three lines of a Letter commencing on page 379 and ending on page 380. This 
writing is larger, heavier, and more widely written, and similar to that used in the article to which are 
affixed the initials <p. M. referred to in the observations on specimen 32 in the previous plate. 


43. 


Eight different specimens of the signature of Melanchthon from various parts of the volume. See obser- 
vations to Plate I. 

p 2 


PLATE XXII 


In the observations on the handwritings in this volume by the Bishop of Lichfield, his Lordship states, 
“ On the German cursive hand I cannot give an opinion," &c. The object of the fac-similes in the present plate, 
is to show, that in all the varieties of the said German hand, except in that which is clearly not attributable to 
the pen of Melanchthon, the Latin, in all its variations of character, is so intermixed as clearly to prove them 
both to have been written by the same person. 

44. With the exception of the writing on pages 50 and 51, the first article in German occurs on page 57 and 

continues to page 90. It is in a wide, quickly written, and thin cursive hand, as shown in the present 
specimen; the name of Melanchthon in the large text, commencing the inscription. It is interesting to 
observe the close conformity of the letter/; in the word Philippas in this inscription, with the same letter 
occurring in the last line of specimen 26, Plate XIX., and in the first line of specimen 2, Plate XVI. 

The character of this writing is the same as that which occurs intermixed with the Latin hand, from 
which specimen 3, Plate XVI., is taken. The same thinly written cursive German again occurs from 
pages 4G2 to 472, — from pages 475 to 478, and also from pages 489 to 494, intermixed with others in the 
smaller Latin cursive hand. 

The present specimen, selected from page 58, is however sufficient to show, tliat the Latin hand, here 
intermixed with the German, presents the same character as tliat which is foimd in other parts of the 
volume. The words “ Beneficium," &c. are between the round and cursive hands, and not unlike speci- 
men 17, Plate XVIII.; the attention of the reader is particularly directed to the words “ Bene Vale”- 
occurring in the last line. 

The more firmly written cursive German, which occurs on pages 50 and 51, and again, much inter- 
mixed with the Latin, from pages 106 to 303, and occasionally elsewhere, is precisely the same as that 
in specimen 26, Plate XIX., where not only is the cursive German intermixed with the cursive Latin, 
but also the large German text with the large round Latin hand. 

45. This specimen shows the intermixture of the smaller and quickly written cursive German with the Latin 

of a similar character. Another example of this may be seen in specimen 14, Plate XVIII. 

46, 46*, and 47. These three specimens exhibit the character of the German hand which occurs intermixed with 
the Latin, from pages 380 to 465 inclusive, being that portion of the volume in the upright round hand, 
particularly noticed in the observations on specimens 37 to 41 inclusive in the previous plate. 

43. The first two lines of the inscription to an article in German, commencing on page 509. The writing on 
this, the two following, and two pages and a half preceding, are much in the same thin cursive hand as 
used in pages 466 to 472, and in others referred to in the observations on specimen 44. The word in 
Latin at the commencement, is in the same large round hand frequently used in the inscriptions to the 
letters, &c. throughout the volume. 

49 and 50. These specimens show the intermixture of the Latin and German hands occurring on pages 529 to 
536. 

51. This gives the German intermixed with the Latin, as it occurs from pages 537 to 560. The character of 

the latter hand, though more thinly and closely written, is precisely the same as that occurring in 
specimen 44, while that of the former equally corresponds with the coarser specimen of the same in 
No. 46*. 

52. In this specimen is the German hand, as found intermixed with the quickly written cursive Latin particu- 

larly alluded to in the observations on specimen 16, Plate XIX. 
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53 and 54. The writing on pages 599 to G02, of which a specimen has been given. No. 27, Plate XX., is very 
peculiar. The intermixture, however, of the Latin, as may be seen in these specimens, and in the few 
lines concluding page 603 in the original, clearly shows them to have been by the same hand as all the 
other writings in question. 

55 and 56. These specimens are from an article in German, occupying the thirteen pages preceding the letter 
to Mathesius at the end of the volume. The inscription is in the same large Latin hand as that 
frequently used for other pieces. The article, as may be seen by the fac-similes, is very badly and 
unevenly written; though the character is the same as much of the more thickly written German in 
other parts of the volume. The same unevenness of writing is observed in the article “ Iuditium de 
Sacramenth ," to which are affixed the initials <p. M.; see specimens 32 and 33, Plate XX. 

Thus have we traced the handwriting, as it appears in this volume, through all its gradations, from the 
smallest cursive to the largest round hand; clearly, I hope, demonstrating, from internal and collateral evidence, 
that neither the diversity of the hands used, nor the variations under which each is presented, are in any way 
to be received as proofs of their having been the work of different persons, but, on the contrary, as confirmative 
in the highest degree of their haring been all by one and the same pen, and that no other than the pen of 
Philip Melanchthon. Upon a review of all the circumstances of the case, it is not, however, much to be wondered 
at, that possessed as it is of such an endless variety of character, it should have escaped the notice of the many 
through whose hands it must necessarily have passed during the long course of time that has elapsed since the 
period of its execution. 


PLATE XXIII 


I. Four Specimens from a Letter to King Henry the Eighth, dated April 7, 1537. 

Among the Cottonian Manuscripts in the British Museum is a volume (Cleopatra E. vi.) in which are 
preserved many interesting documents particularly connected with the Reformation; among others, the 
present letter, thus described in the catalogue of that collection : “ 57. John Frederic elector of Saxony, 
and Philip the magnanimous landgrave of Hessia to Henry VIII.; stating their reasons for not obeying 
the Emperor’s Summons to a Council or Congress. (Orig. Latin.) Cal. Aprilis, 1537.” 

In the tenth chapter of the life of Melanchthon, by Dr. Cox, we leam that " Paul III., who had 
succeeded to the Popedom in the year 1534, appeared more disposed than his predecessor to convene a 
general Council, and sent circular letters throughout the states under his jurisdiction, appointing a time 
and place, namely, the twenty-seventh of May, 1537, at Mantua. The confederate Protestant Princes 
re-assembled together at Smalcald, and in the February preceding the proposed Council, Vorstius, the 
Papal Nuncio, and Ileldus, Vice-Chancellor to the Emperor, came to announce it, and exhort them to 
attend. This occasioned long and close deliberations." 

“ The Wittemberg Theologians were summoned to the meeting at Smalcald, and as Luther was 
incapable of attending in consequence of a severe illness, the chief trouble, accompanied as usual with 
no inconsiderable odium, devolved upon Melanchthon.” 

The learned biographer further states in the same chapter, that “ In the preceding year Francis had 
written letters to the assembly which intimated some offence. He perceived, he said, from the report 
of his ambassador, that they did not cherish exactly the sentiments he had expected, but he was disposed 
to overlook any contempt they had manifested from his ardent desire to promote a general union in 
Christendom, especially between Germany and France. He was desirous they should send a deputation 
to him. They replied in letters written by Melanchthon, who may perhaps not inaptly be termed the pen 
of the Reformation 

Most justly indeed has the learned author thus designated Melanchthon. It is not, however, here 
intended to attempt to show how very many of the most important writings during that period were 
due to his pen. Confining the subject to the period to which the document under consideration refers, 
we find that, in a letter to Justus Jonas on the 4th of March, 1537, Melanchthon states,' that he was 
at that time detained at Smalcald in consequence of being occupied with the writing of important 
letters to the crowned heads, respecting the refusal of the Protestant Princes to attend at the proposed 
Council at Mantua. The letter on this subject sent to Francis the First by Frederic the Elector of 
Saxony and Philip the Landgrave of Hessia, is dated the 5th of March, 1535. The original of this 
letter, in the autograph of Melanchthon, was formerly preserved at Weimar, and a copy of it was made 
by Seckendorf, which, with numerous manuscript copies of documents relating to the Reformation, are 
preserved at Gotha. Professor Bretschneider however states, that when at Weimar, he was unable to 
find the original.’ 

Another letter on the same subject was also written by Melanchthon on the part of the Elector of 
Saxony and the confederate Princes to Ferdinand King of Spain, and bears date the 7th of April, 1537.’ 
On comparing the foregoing, which is reprinted in the Corpus Reformatorum, with the letter under 
consideration, we find that the one is a counter-part of the other, and we further leam from the inscrip- 
tion to the former, that it was composed by Melanchthon.* 

Having thus proved the document to have been composed by Melanchthon, our next object is to 
endeavour to show that the copy of it sent to King Henry the Eighth is actually in his autograph. The 
letter itself occupies several pages. The four specimens given in the present plate are the first four 
lines, — the last four lines, — the first two lines of the subscription, — and the whole of the superscription, 
which, in the original, has been cut out and affixed to the subscription. 

1 “ Me hie tenuerunt scriptiones qusedam. Prater alia arguments cxemplum etiam epistol® ad Rcgea dclincavi, de recusaliom? 
concilii, quod cum Witcbcrga! edemus, a to expoliendum et iltuminandum crit ” — Corpus Ilefomuitormn , vol. iii., p. 308. 

* Corpus Reformatorum, vol. iii., p. 309. ’ Corpus Reformatorum, vol. iii., p. 309. * Corpus Reformatorum, vol. iii., p. 331 — 3. 
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After having carefully examined the character of the writing in this letter, and compared it with much 
of the larger round hand used for many of the inscriptions to the letters and articles in the Common 
Place-Book, we feel no hesitation in assigning it to the pen of Melanchthon. In order to confirm this 
opinion, the following specimens have been selected, in which the several gradations of the round hand 
of Melanchthon have been traced, from the most minute to the largest size, the same character being 
observable throughout. 

II. Seventeen specimens (each being divided by a line) occurring in the Copia Verborura of Erasmus, from 

which fac-similes have been previously given in No. it., Plate IX. 

III. Nine specimens from the treatise by Galen, from which also specimens have been given in No. xi., Plate XI. 

IV. Twenty-five specimens from the Common Place-Book. 

The letter to King Henry the Eighth is written in the same kind of large hand as used in the words 
De Legibus — Magislerii — De CoiUradictiombut — hoc tempore — Iuditium — and Philippus, as given in the 
latter specimens ; the superscription to the letter is however more carefully executed, and apparently with 
a new pen. 

A comparison of the following characters in the specimens selected from this letter, with those in Nos. 
ii., in., and iv., will more particularly serve to prove the identity of the writing: S — R — E — Z — p — g — 
ct — h — the word Philippus — the formation of the contraction et — the very peculiar manner in which the 
bottoms of the long letters s and p are turned up, occasionally with the addition of a stroke, (for examples, 
see the p in the word April, specimen 2, No. l, and in the words scutum and tempore in No. 4), — the 
exact similarity of the numbers in the dates, with others too numerous to mention, but which the 
practised observer, upon inspection, will not fail to perceive. 
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PLATES XXIV. to XXVIII. INCLUSIVE 


FAC-SIMILES PRINCIPALLY FROM THE AUTOGRAPH LETTERS OF MELANCHTIION, 

Preserved in the Royal Library at Munich, the British Museum, and Private Collections. 

Professor Bretschncider in his introduction to the first volume of the Corpus Reformatorum, enumerates 
upwards of nine hundred autograph letters of Mclanchthon preserved in the public libraries in Germany; 
including, at Gotha 63, Basle 120, Dresden 75, Halle 10, Hanover 11, Munich 522, Nuremberg 20, Breslau 68, 
Weimar 13, and Zoffingen 7. 

The learned Professor, who appears to have entered very minutely into this matter, observes 1 that three 
distinct kinds of writing are to be found in the autograph letters of Mclanchthon, — that, as a young man he wrote 
a small, thin, and close hand, as are his letters from 1518 to 1531 ; that from 1531 to 1541, Melanchthon using 
pens less fine, wrote a less elegant and coarser hand, leaving a greater space between each word; that in 
those after 1541, (the year in which Melanchthon hurt his right hand,) and particularly for the last ten years 
of his life, his writing was very coarse, as if written with a broken nibbed pen, the words being very much apart ; 
and further states, that Melanchthon’s letters from 1558 to 1560 appear more to have been written with a wooden 
style than with a pen. Professor Bretschneider also remarks, 1 that no one, on comparing the autograph letters 
of Melanchthon written from 1518 to 1550, with those between 1550 and 1560, would think they could have 
been written by the same person. 

In the collection of manuscripts in the Royal Library at Munich, is a volume, containing five hundred and 
twenty autograph letters by Melanchthon. From this " Codex omnium prccstantissimus ” 3 in which are preserved 
many of his earlier letters, the author, through the personal attention of Professor Lichtcnthaler, (to whom, as 
well to the Reverend Mr. Davenport Bromley, for his kind and polite interference in the matter he is much 
indebted,) has been enabled to procure some fac-sirailcs in order to show how great a dissimilarity, as Professor 
Bretschneider has observed, exists in the appearance of the writing of Melanchthon in his lettere, at the different 
periods of his life. Had the author had it in his power to have personally inspected the volume alluded to, he 
would most probably have selected specimens, differing even more in appearance of character than those 
occurring in some of the following plates. 

' “ Porro tempos epistols aiiquo etiam potest cognosci modo ex manu Melanthonis sire ex scriptural ratione. Triplex littcras 
pingentii ratio in nulographis conspicitur. Melanthon juvenis scripsit penna acuta, pinxit litieras minutas ct exiles, ct verba 
arete conjunxit Sic autographs comparata sunt indc ab anno 1518 — 1531. Altera periodus eat quasi medii »vi, nb anno 1631 — 
1541, ubi pennia minus acutis usus, littcras majorcs, minus elegantes et crassiores pinxit, longiore etiam spatio verba ipsa distinxit 
Denique ultima scriptures forma indc ab anno 1541, quo in itinere ad conventum Ratisbonenscm dextram ita lseserat, ut nunquam 
postca pcrfccto restitui posset. Ab illo tempore, potiesimum vero ultimo vita sum dcccnnio litters aunt crasss, penna quasi 
truncata scripts, et verba singula magnis interval !is a se distant Quo scriorcs epistols sunt, eo crassior cst etiam scripture et es, 
quas 1558 — 1560 exaravit, stylo ligneo potius quam penna scripts videntur .” — Carpus Reformatorum, vol. i., p. exxx. 

* “ Nam si confers quae scripsit ann. 1518—1530 cum iis quas ann, 1550 — 1560 exaravit, nulio modo putes candem manum 
utrumque scripsisse.” — ib. ib., p. cxxxiii. 

> Cod. Monac. No. I. (in foL): codex omnium prasstantissimus, nam insunt 522 autograpka Melanthonis,” &c .—ib. ib. voL i., 
p. cix. 
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PLATE XXIV 


I. The first specimen gives the commencement and the ending of a Letter to Ambrosius Blaurer. It is the 

earliest letter of Melanchthon hitherto known, either in print or in manuscript, and commences his 
correspondence in the first volume of the Corpus Rcformatorum, where the date assigned to it is 1515.* 
This letter is in red ink ; the frequent appearance of it in most of the writings assigned to him has, in 
the observations upon the previous plates, been often referred to. 

II. The first two and last three lines of a Letter to John Langius. The character of the writing in this, is the 

same as in the previous specimen, though it be executed in a more free and careless manner. 

III. The ending of a Letter addressed " Georgio Sturciadse (Operco)." The writing presents the same cha- 

racter as that to which Professor Bretschncider refers, when he mentions that Melanchthon as a young 
man " pinxit litteras minutas et exiles et verba arete conjunxit;" from which observation it may be presumed 
the learned editor had not examined the letters from which the two previous specimens are taken. 

The letters referred to in the preceding observations are printed in the Corpus Reformatorum. 


i Corpus Kcformatomm, vol. i., p. 16. 
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PLATE XXV 


I. The first four and last four lines of a long, very neatly and closely written letter to Wolfgang Fabricius 

Capito. The writing is very much the same as in the last specimen in the previous plate. This speci- 
men is, however, important, the correction of the word " recta ” in the last line but one being made in 
the large and more coarse hand ; a circumstance which clearly proves the simultaneous use by Melanch- 
thon of both styles of writing in his letters even at this early period, as already alluded to in the obser- 
vations upon No. iv., Plate XII. The present letter was written most probably in 1523, as in that year 
Capito, or Fabricius, as Melanchthon designates him, left Mayence for Strasburg;' and from the 
additional note in the direction to the letter, (see fac-simile No. v.) it is evident that Melanchthon was 
in doubt whether his friend had then left Mayence. The original of this letter is in the possession of 
Mr. Thorpe; it is the earliest (and probably the only one) in this small hand which has hitherto 
reached this country'. 

II. The last three lines of a Letter, without date, to Hieronymus Baumgartner. The date assigned to it is 

1520. 

III. The last two lines of a Letter to Vitus Theodorus. This letter has no date, but is referred to 1530. 

IV. The first two and last two lines of a letter to the same, also without date, but referred to 1536. 

V. The superscription and note appended to the Letter from which the specimen No. i. has been taken. 

These, as also the letter itself, appear to have been written with a very fine pen ; had the latter been 
written in the same large hand as used in the note appended to the superscription, how different in 
character from any of his other letters would it have appeared ! 

VI. The ending of a Letter to Paulus Eberus. It is here given, the signature differing very much from any 

other in the present series of fac-similes. 

VII. The ending of a Letter to Vitus Theodonis. Like the preceding it is without date, but is assigned to 1541. 

The letters referred to in Nos. ill., iv., vi., and vn., the originals of which are preserved in the Royal 
Library at Munich, are printed in the Corpus Reformatorum. 


1 Frchcri Thcatrum Virorum, p. 1 14. 
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PLATE XXVI 


I. The first three lines and ending of a Letter to King Henry the Eighth. The original is in the British 

Museum among the Cottonian Manuscripts. Cleopatra E. vi., p. 326. 

II. The ending of a Letter to Hieronymus Baumgartner. 

III. The carriage in which Melanchthon travelled, when proceeding to the Diet at Ratisbon in 1541, was 

unfortunately overturned, whereby he hurt his right hand and dislocated his wrist. This accident must 
have occurred between the ICth and the 23rd of March, as on the former he wrote to Justus Jonas from 
Leipsic,' being then on his journey; and in a letter* on the 23rd instant thus relates his misfortune: 
“ Prceter morem accidit, ut litteras tibi mitt am uliena manu script as. Sed hoc tempore uti dexlra non possum. 
Nam cum in aditu Bavaria currus evert eretur, dextra adeo duriter ad tigillum allisa est, ut laxata putaretur." 
During the few days that he was unable to use his pen, his letters were written by his friend and 
companion Caspar Cruciger.* That, from which the present fac-similes arc taken, is dated March 31, 
and is addressed to Johannes Brentius; it is, as may be seen in specimen n., signed by Melanchthon with 
a very feeble hand. It commences with a relation of the accident he had met with, (see specimen i.) and 
thus immediately after distinguishes his friendly amanuensis: “ Scripsit enim Caspar, qui est irtyoc tq». 
Nunc sit sane 4p$tfnfoc, ut Alexander dicebat." 

The salutation in Greek under the signature would appear to be in the autograph of Melanchthon ; 
the word <rr«ufo<Jo{oc at the side (the interpretation of his name in Greek) liaving been added by Cruciger 
himself, for the purpose of removing any doubts which the obscurity of Melanchthon’s writing, occasioned 
by his recent accident, might have been calculated to raise. 

Professor Bretschneider, in his prefatory matter to the first volume of the Corpus Reformatorum, 
(page cxxxiii.) observes, that the handwriting of Cruciger, particularly the Latin, is very like to that of 
Melanchthon, for which at first indeed he sometimes mistook it. This similarity is certainly very great; 
though, at the same time, the writing of Cruciger presents a character very different from that observable 
in the letters of Melanchthon, which, especially in those after 1530 with which we arc acquainted, present 
more of an angular and ragged appearance. It may be also observed, that the same constant contraction 
of words in the letters of Melanchthon is not to be found in those of Cruciger, — a very striking distinction. 

IV. The first three and last two lines of a Letter to Vitus Theodoras, dated the 5th of April. At the com- 

mencement, as may be seen, Melanchthon states that until then he had been unable to write, and again 
at the conclusion alludes to the weakness of his hand. 

Concerning the authenticity of certain documents dated subsequently to the year 1541, and bearing 
every evidence of being in his autograph, it has been considered a conclusive argument by some persons, 
that they could not have been written by Melanchthon, the accident alluded to having considerably 
impaired the wonted command of his pen. One of the principal objects of the specimens in this plate 
is to prove the insufficiency of any conclusion founded upon such grounds, by showing, that so far from 
his manual dexterity having been completely or even seriously impaired, very little difference can be 
perceived between the writing in his letters before and after the period in question. In the fac-simile 
No. n. for instance, we have a specimen of his writing only a few days before the occurrence of the 
accident referred to, differing, as may be seen, but slightly from that in the present specimen ; the first 
letter, as we are here informed by himself (“ me propter dextra quassionem scribere hactenus non potuisse”) 
which he subsequently executed with his own hand. 

We must not conclude that, when Camerarius states “ manum dextram ita affixit, ut nunquam integer 
usus illius restilitus sit,” 1 it was intended to imply, that by the injury he had received, Melanchthon had 
been deprived of the command which he had acquired in the use of his pen; but merely, that in respect 
of any extraordinary muscular exertion, he was liable to the usual infirmity which always, more or less, 
attends upon accidents of the nature alluded to. 

The letters from which the preceding fac-similes it., in., and iv. have been taken, are printed in the 

Corpus Reformatorum; the originals are in the Royal Library at Munich. 

’ Corpus Reformatorum, vol. ir., p. 134. * Corpus Reformatorum, vol. iv., p. 139. 

* Annales Vine Phil. Mel. Mart: 16, 1541, /4. it/., vol. iv., * Comcrurii Vita Ph. Mel., p. 194. 

O 2 


PLATE XXVII 


A Letter to Martin Bucer, dated 1549. The original is in the extensive and well known collection of 
Mr. Dawson Turner; to whose kindness and liberality the author is indebted for the present plate, taken 
from a fac-simile executed by his accomplished daughter Miss M. A. Turner. It is thus inscribed : 
“ Reverendo viro erudition!' et virtute preestanti D. Martino Bucer o in Anglia docent i Euangelittm, patri 
euo carmimo,” and is somewhat interesting, as having been accompanied with Melanchthon's oration on 
the death of Caspar Cruciger, one of his most dear and constant friends. The letter is written in 
Melanchthon’s coarsest character, and indeed appears to have been executed, as Professor Brctschneider 
has observed respecting his letters of a later date, “ stylo ligneo potius quant penna.“ 
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PLATE XXVIII 


I. The ending of a Letter in the possession of Mr. Cochran, before referred to in the observations upon the 

fac-similes Nos. 32 and 33, Plate XX. The superscription to the letter is wanting, and if we might judge 
from its appearance we should conclude it to have been written about the same period as that in the 
previous plate. 

II. The first two lines and the ending of a Letter to King Henry VIII. The original, occupying four sheets, 

is preserved in the British Museum among the Cottonian Manuscripts, Cleopatra E. v., p. 244. 

The disposition of the signature, for want of space, is in the present fac-simile slightly altered. 

III. Biblia Sacra Germanica , &r rccognitione Martini Lutberi. 2 tom. . . Wittemberg , 1541 

This copy of the above version of the Holy Scriptures, being the first edition of Luther’s translation 
of the Bible after his final revision, is of much interest, having passages on the inside of the covers and 
on the fly leaves, in the handwriting of Luther, Melanchthon, Bugenhagen, and Major, with their signa- 
tures attached. These volumes were purchased by the Reverend Mr. Baber for the British Museum for 
,£267. 15s., at the sale of the library of Mr. Hibbert in 1829; having previously belonged to Mr. Edwards, 
upon the disposal of whose collection they produced £89. 5s. 

The whole of the third page of the fly leaves in the second volume is occupied with a passage 
written by Melanchthon in German. It is thus translated by the Reverend Dr. Cox in the appendix 
to his life : 

“ The words of the Prophet Elias." 

“ Six thousand years this world shall stand, and after that be burned.” 

“ Two thousand years void (or without the law.)” 

“ Two thousand years the law of Moses.” 

“ Two thousand years the day of Messiah ; but on account of our sins, which are many 
and great, these years which are not yet fulfilled shall be shortened.” 

“ Written in the year 1557, after the birth of our Lord Christ, of the Virgin Mary, — year 
from the creation of the world 5519; from this number we may be assured that this aged world 
is not far from its end. — May Jesus Christ, the Son of Almighty God, graciously preserve, 
govern, keep, protect it by the power of his arm.” 

“ Written by the hand of Philip, 1557. W.” 

The present fac-simile gives the signature and the first two lines of the above remarkably characteristic 
observation appended by the illustrious reformer to the words of the prophet. The letter W which 
follows the date of the signature, was most probably intended as an abridgment for Wittemberg; a con- 
jecture further strengthened by the style of the autograph of the reformer Major in one of the same 
volumes: “ Scriptttm matiti Georgii Majoris. I). anno 1557, Wittemberg .” 

The very great interest which has attached to this copy of the Holy Scriptures is owing to the prevalent 
belief that it was the particular property, first of Martin Luther, and subsequently of the several reformers 
mentioned ; an opinion, for which we can conceive no other authority than the presence of their several 
signatures. Upon these grounds alone Mr. Edwards appears to have been induced to conclude that it 
was “ His ( Luther's ) own copy, w/iic/i he used till his decease," — that Luther “ bequeathed it to Bugenha- 
gen" — that “ the illustrious Melanchthon was its next possessor," — and that “ the same year it passed into 
the hands of George Major”; an explanation which we humbly consider the premises by no means 
calculated to sustain. Had Luther bequeathed it to Bugenhagen, is it likely the latter would have 
deferred affixing his signature to so precious a memorial of his departed friend till 1556, a period of ten 
years after the event by which he obtained it? If it had ever been the property of Luther, is it likely 
that Bugenhagen (who did not die till 1558) would have parted with it even to Melanchthon himself ? 
or that Melanchthon, if lie had so acquired it, would in the same year have transferred it to another f 
Above all, had the volumes ever belonged to Melanchthon, is it not more than probable, that they would 
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have presented much more internal evidence of the indefatigable annotator than the mere extract as 
above given ? The probability is, (and indeed it appears to admit of very little doubt) that the copy 
never was the property of any one of the reformers in question, but of some other person, by whom, 
at the several periods stated, these autographic memorials were obtained. 

That this custom of procuring the signatures and sentiments of eminent characters was one which 
prevailed to a considerable extent at that period, we have indeed ample testimony in the many copies of 
printed works; as well as the numerous “Alba Atnicorum" devoted to that particular object, which are 
preserved to the present day. It is to this circumstance that Camcrarius alludes, when in detailing the 
incessant occupations of Melanchthon, he laments the great labour and sacrifice of valuable time, which 
his constant habit of gratifying the curiosity of his friends, by writing in their albums, must necessarily 
have occasioned : — “ Cscperant enim plerique ipsius et aliorum celebritate moti expctcre et manu eorum 
aliquid in suis libellis perscribereter, quod ostentare possent Atque aliqui ad tales scripturas chartas 
conglutinas et libcllos peculiares (Alba, vulgo Stammbiichcr) circumferre, cui rci incredibile est, quantum 
temporis operaeque tribuerit, cum qualis res esset, animadverteret, et negando tamen neminem vellet 
offendere." 1 

The same observations which we have here made upon this copy of the Holy Scriptures will equally 
apply to another copy of the same edition which we shall shortly have to notice ; and there is a proba- 
bility that others might be found equally honoured in the same way with the signatures of these great 
reformers, and equally entitled to the distinction of having been their property. 

IV. The title and ending of a preface in the handwriting of Melanchthon, preserved in the British Museum 

among the Arundel Manuscripts, and thus described in the catalogue of that collection: 

“ No. 30 (2). Vorrede Philippi Melanthon.” date “Anno 1559, die 29.” 

The original occupies nine leaves; the writing is particularly heavy, the lines much apart, and 
frequently corrected. 

V. The title on the first page and the last three lines (but two) of another preface, bound up in the same 

volume as that from which the preceding fac-similcs have been taken. It is also thus described in the 
same catalogue : 

“ No. 30 (1). Philippi Melanthonis prtefatio ad librum quondam: tractat. de Confessione 
Augustana et Bavarica inquisitione.” Dat. “Anno 15G0, die 1G Februurii, quo die annum G4 
ingrediebar.” 

Inscriptus est “ Prirfatiu exkibenda triro clariisimo Domino Joacbimo Camerario.” 

The original of this preface occupies sixteen folios ; the inscription to Camcrarius being on the reverse 
of the last leaf. The writing, as in the foregoing, is very coarse, the lines much apart, and replete with 
corrections. 


' Camerarii Vita Melanchthoms, p. 62. 



PLATE XXIX 


THE COMMON-PLACE BOOK OF BERNARDUS BUGENIIAGIUS, 

Containing, with other Memoranda, copies of his Letters, dated from Bologna 1561, to Major, Peucer, Ebcrus, 
Chy trails, Caselius, and other eminent persons of that period. 

MANUSCRIPT, IN QUARTO. 

The claim which this volume, in the autograph of Bugenhagius, has upon our notice here, is chiefly confined 
to the draught of a letter to Caselius, of which four consecutive pages arc given in specimens Nos. 2, 3, 4, and 5. 

The character of the writing throughout the volume is similar to that in the commencement of the page 
represented in specimen 2, and the ending of that in No. 5. Two exceptions, however, alone occur (and both 
in the letter under consideration) wherein the deviation and the subject, in connection with which it occurs, are 
so strikingly analogous, as to deserve particular notice. Adopting, it would appear, for the moment the fanciful 
peculiarity of his illustrious friend, and affected perhaps with the recollections which the day itself, being the 
anniversary of their last interview, was calculated to awaken, Bugenhagius has actually imitated the character 
of Melanchthon’s hand, as if for the purpose of impressing his writing with the semblance of the sentiment it 
was intended to convey. 

For the illustration of this circumstance the reader is referred to the four fac-similes given ; the alteration 
of the hand really commences with the fourth line in specimen 3, and ending with the word “ memoria ” in 
specimen 5 ; the character in question occurring in specimen 2 only in the interlineations and corrections, which 
were evidently not executed at the same time. 

The volume was procured in Germany by Mr. Rodd at the sale of the library of Professor Tec Water at 
Leiden in 1823, by whom it was sold to Mr. Heber. At the dispersion of Mr. Heber's collection of manuscripts 
it was repurchased by Mr. Rodd, from whom it has passed into the hands of the author. 


PLATE XXX 


The possession of a copy of Luther’s Catechism in German, printed in 1531, having at the end two prayers 
in manuscript executed in a Gothic character, and attested to be in his autograph, as also, of a copy of the Holy 
Bible, with (>assagcs on the inside of the covers, and manuscript notes on the margins, considered to be in the 
handwriting of Luther and Molanchthon, induced me to extend my researches into the general character of the 
autograph of the former. 

Among the many well-known collections of autographs in this country, 1 believe very few specimens of 
the handwriting of Luther are to be found, and more particularly of his letters, which are of much greater 
rarity than those of Mclanchthon. 

The very great attention I had received from Professor Lichtenthaler in my enquiries respecting the 
autograph of Melanchtlion, induced me again to trespass on his kindness, little doubting that, from among the 
numerous treasures preserved in the Royal Library at Munich, he would be enabled to aid me in my object, 
and in addressing him, I stated I was desirous of obtaining some fac-similes of Luther’s handwriting at different 
periods of his life; at the same time however observing, that should any bearing the same date differ in character, 
I should like specimens of those also. Accordingly I had the satisfaction of receiving a packet containing the 
“ Specimens of Dr. M. Luther’s handwriting from documents extant in the R 1 . Library at Munich,” which are 
represented in the present plate. 

I. " From a copy of ‘Die sieben Btisspalm' printed 1520, which copy contains many interlined and marginal 

corrections and additions in the author’s own hand, destined to serve for the subsequent edition (1525) 
of the same work.” 

The specimen is from the reverse of folio i., and comprises Luther’s “ Preface to the said subsequent 
edition” in the German language. It presents probably the earliest example of Luther's writing hitherto 
known. The character is a mixture of the round and cursive German and Latin hands, and (though, as 
the reader may observe, the formation of the letters r. g. and p. differs materially from that of the same 
letters in any of the other fac-similes in thus and the following plate, except No. n., being from the same 
book,) the writing altogether presents the same peculiarly cramped appearance. 

II. This is taken from the margins of folios 33 and 34 of the same volume, and is described by the learned 

Professor as “ Luther’s first project to his German psalm (Dav. cxxix.)” The character of the writing, 
though a little larger, is much the same as in the previous specimen. 

III. The ending of Luther's “ Ermanuuge zumjride aitjf die zrce/ff' artickel der Bawrschajt ynn Scfuoaben, 1525.” 

The character of the writing in this document differs from the preceding specimens, and is precisely the 
same as that of his letters. 

IV. The first two lines and ending of a Letter to Hieronymus Baumgartner. 

V. The first two lines and ending of a Letter to Vitus Theodorus. 
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PLATE XXXI 
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PLATE XXXI 


I. Daulsch Catechismus MU einer ne wen vorrhede , und vermanunge zu der Beycht. Mart. Luther. 

1531. small 8vo. 

At the end of this volume are two prayers in manuscript, occupying two pages and a half, a lac-simile 
of the first of which is given in specimen 1, and the concluding half page in specimen 2. On the lower 
part of the last printed page of the work, and opposite to the first page of the prayers, occurs a manu- 
script note (see specimen 3) thus literally translated. : “ These two following little prayers hath Martin 
Luther himself composed, and with his own hand here written." The volume is bound in old morocco, the 
sides being richly tooled with gold, and may probably have belonged to Luther himself, or have been a 
presentation copy to one of his friends. A coat of arms affixed to the fly leaf at the commencement, 
and a manuscript note “Ex. BihL Griesbachiorum 1804" on the title page, show that the volume has 
been respectively the property of John Conrad Fcuerlein and of the Griesbach family.' At the disper- 
sion of the Griesbach collection it was probably brought to this country, as it was purchased of Messrs. 
Payne and Foss in 1819 by Mr. Heber; at the sale of his library it was bought by Mr. Rodd, from whom 
it has been obtained by the author. 

It appears singular that Mr. Heber, who was in the habit of noting whatever might be remarkable in 
any of his books, should have altogether passed over the manuscript prayers and note in the present 
volume; and in fact it was not, until it was on the point of being sold to Mr. Rodd, that they were 
discovered. Indeed, had not the manuscript note existed, which at once implies that these prayers were 
not only composed but written by the hand of Luther, the fact would perhaps never have come to light, 
as the probability of Luther having made use of this particular style of writing, might never have suggested 
itself to the mind even of the most acute enquirer. 

The character of the writing under consideration is that of the round Gothic German hand, the same 
as that of the type in which the volume is printed. This circumstance is in itself singular, though easily 
accounted for by the fact of Luther having passed so considerable a portion of his life in a convent of 
Augustine Friars, and consequently being well versed in that, the ordinary' monastic style of writing of 
the day, together with the art of rubricating the initial and capital letters, as here given. 

One of the strongest inferences, however, in support of the authenticity of the writing under consi- 
deration, is to be drawn from the close conformity of some of its characters with those of other specimens 
in the undisputed hand of the Refonner. The reader is particularly referred to fac-simile No. iv. in the 
present plate, being from the German Bible in the British Museum already noticed ; a style of writing 
differing entirely in its general appearance from that of any other of his autographic documents, at the 
same time that it partakes more of the monastic character than any, from the same pen, with which we 
are acquainted. The letter y in particular in the words ym and bey, so closely resembling the same letter 
wherever it occurs throughout the prayers in question, and (as the reader may observe) corresponding 
precisely with the earliest specimens we have of his writing, (see Nos. i. and it., Plate XXX.) and also 
in the word yhr. No. m. in the present plutc; and again, the formation of the letter it, more particularly 
when in connection with its antecedent letter, (as for instance in the words ich, mich, doch, and nicht, in 
the specimen from the Bible, and the words Ich, ditrch, lobtich, &c. &c. in the prayers,) leave little doubt 
of their having been executed by the same person. 

Another circumstance, however, upon which we are inclined to lay much stress, is the apparent removal 
of the signature by the abstraction of the lower half of the last page, upon which the prayers in question 
are concluded. That this mutilation has been effected for the purpose of concealing the name of the 
author, and that the name so removed was that of Martin Luther, a presumption amounting almost to 
proof, is afforded in the fact, that a similar attempt at concealment has been practised upon the title 
page, where the name of the same reformer occurs as the author of the work ; the paste, by means of 
which the paper appears to have been placed over the same, still remaining. Having already said 

* “John James Griesbach, a German Divine and erudite biblical critic, was a native of Bugbach, in Hesse Darmstadt, 
where his father was a Lutheran Minister.” liioyr. Unit. 
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so much upon this point in the introduction to the present work, it will be unnecessary to trouble the 
reader with tire application of our remarks to the particular case before us. 

II. The first two lines of the commencement of a Letter from Luther to Thomas Cromwell Earl of Essex, 

with the ending of the same and the first two lines of the superscription. The original is preserved 
among the Harlcian Manuscripts (No. 61189) in the British Museum. 

III. The first specimen gives the fac-simile (for which the author is indebted to the Reverend Dr. Bandinel,) 

of the commencement of a passage in the autograph of Luther occurring in a copy 1 of the same edition 
of the Holy Bible in the German language as that referred to in the observations upon No. ill., 
Plate XXVIII. 

Following this quotation from St. John, in the original, is a comment by Luther, with his signature 
attached, as in specimen 2. The signature, as the reader may observe, is somewhat indistinct, having, 
by some person, apparently from some malicious feeling or disrespect to the name of the great 
Reformer, been partially erased. 

The copy also contains a passage in the autograph of Mclanchthon, together with his signature ; a 
circumstance which we have already accounted for; see our observations upon No. ill., Plate XXVIII. 

IV. The first fac-simile gives the verse selected from the Psalms, occurring in the copy of the German Bible, 

of which particular notice is taken in the observations upon No. in., Plate XXVIII. 

The signature (specimen 2) is affixed to the observations by Luther, which follow the words of the 
Psalmist. The date, in the original, is underneath the name. 

1 This copy is in the Bodleian Library, having been obtained from Messrs. Payne and I'oss, who purchased it at u sale 
in Wellington Street in 1830. Mr. Solly, to whom it belonged, did not appear to liavc been at all aware of its containing the 
autographs of Luther and Mclanchthon ; and as, from particular circumstances, it did not pass through the hands of the author 
preparatory to llie sale, the writing was entirely overlooked. Had he ltad an opportunity of inspecting the volume, it is not 
very probable it would bare escaped his notice, as only a short lime previous, a letter of Melanchdion in Mr. Cochran's posses- 
sion, and another of Luther, had been publicly sold by him, for the sum of ten guineas each. 
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PLATE XXXII 


Bib/ia Sacra Latina. Argenlorati, 1535. 8vo. 

Tliis volume was purchased by Messrs. Payne and Foss at a sale by Mr. Evans in June 1836, as 
being illustrated " with manuscript notes and corrections of the text by Martin Luther and Melan- 
chthon." From Messrs. Payne and Foss it passed into the hands of Mr. Rodd, from whom the 
author, under the impression that it contained the handwritings described, subsequently procured it. 

Notwithstanding the character which had thus been assigned to it, and the justification which the 
presence of the signatures themselves might seem calculated to afford, a more minute examination of 
the volume, together with other testimonies, has produced a conviction, that the only pen engaged 
in its illustration was that of Melanchthon; a conviction which we shall endeavour to substantiate, 
first, by showing that the whole of the writing is by one person ; secondly, that the passages to which 
are affixed the signatures of Luther, are not in his autograph ; and thirdly, by confirming the opinion 
which has ascribed the remaining portions of the marginal illustrations to the hand of Melanchthon. 

Before, however, we enter upon this disquisition, it may be desirable to have some idea of the nature 
of the writings with which this volume Is illustrated. The inside of the cover opposite the title page is 
occupied with a transcript of a passage bearing the signature of Martin Luther, followed by a note 
implying the same to have been taken from a copy of the Holy Bible belonging to Count Gleichen. 
On the inside of the cover at the end is other writing of a similar description, and, in a note likewise 
appended to the signature, stated to have been from another Bible the property of the Lady Wildefels ; 
of the first of these a fac-simile is given in specimen 1, and the commencement and ending of the 
second, in specimens 11 and 12 in the present plate. On the reverse of the title page is a passage from 
the Gospel of St. Luke, as given in specimen 2. The lower portion of this page is cut away; it appears 
to have been occupied with the commencement of a transcript of an exposition of another scriptural 
passage by Luther, the termination of which, as given in specimen 3, is carried over to the lower part 
of the next page. The probability is, that following the observation on the verse from St. Luke, 
Melanchthon had affixed his name, and that some person anxious to obtain his autograph, cut away 
this portion of the page ; for had it been done by any person from a malicious feeling, it is not likely 
that he would have spared the name of Luther, which from being affixed to the cover could not so 
easily have been otherwise removed. On the reverse of the leaf ending the Old and facing the com- 
mencement of the New Testament, is a wood-cut of our Saviour, beneath which are the metrical lines 
with the initials of Melanchthon, as given in specimen 10. The other fac-similes 4, 5, 6 and 7, are 
from the notes on the margins, and, with the specimens already given, show the character of all the 
writing that occurs in the volume. 

To return then to the first jmrt of our argument by which we proposed to show that the writing is 
all by one person. Independent of its general nppearance, the reader is requested to institute a com- 
parison between the particular characters in specimen 1 with those of the same description in the other 
fac-similes; for instance, the word We/tr with the same in specimen 3; — the capital I in the word 
Josum with the same letter in the words In — Judwi, and Ignis in specimens 2, 4 and 10; — the contrac- 
tion of us in Martians with the same in the words advent us — null us — Dominus, and subdittu in specimens 
4, 5, 7 and 12; — the word Unites with the same in two instances in specimen 3; — the letter d following 
the name of Luther with the same in the words quid and aliud in specimen 2 ; — also the contraction of 
que in the third line in specimen 2 with the same in specimen 10, — and the contraction of the word et 
in specimen 2 with the same in specimen 6 : a comparison which we consider fully sufficient to bear us 
out in our assertion concerning the identity' of the writing. 

In the next place, with regard to the handwriting of Luther, it is to be observed that, although, as 
may be seen in the specimens given in Nos. i. and iv. in the previous plate, it may differ materially in 
appearance from that used by him in his letters and elsewhere (see Plate XXX., and specimens li. and 
m., Plate XXXI.) still the same peculiar character of the hand is distinctly visible throughout. Now 
the writing under consideration bears little or no analogy with either of those alluded to ; being more 
in a round than a cursive hand, and displaying a freeness in execution totally inconsistent with the 
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general character of his writing. Independent of this, the style of the two hands does not at all cor- 
respond, as the reader will j>erceive, upon a reference to the previous plates, by comparing the formation 
of the letters g, p and h in the authenticated autograph of Luther with the same letters in the writing 
under consideration. 

Having now we hope satisfactorily established the positions we laid down regarding the identity of 
the handwriting throughout the volume, and its general nonconformity with that of Martin Luther, it 
only remains to substantiate the opinion which has already assigned a portion of it to the pen of 
Melanchthon. After the copious illustrations which we have already given of the autograph of this 
renowned Reformer, it will be unnecessary to enter into any lengthened investigation on the subject 
Independent of the general style of the writing, a reference to two points will be sufficient for our 
purpose. For instance, what can be more striking than the precise similarity of the letters p in the 
words pro populi, in the sixth specimen with those in the word phiUppi immediately under it, in the 
present plate taken from his signature in the copy of the German Bible in the British Museum. Again, 
from the unstudied efforts of a man’s pen, the strongest evidence of the authenticity of his writing may 
frequently be deduced ; and we humbly conceive that the presence of the same little symbol (which is 
given in specimens 6 and 7 from the present volume, and in specimen 8 from his copy of the Copia 
Verbontm of Erasmus,) used as a reference to the text, is no small proof of the identity of the hand by 
which it was designed. 

The truth of the matter appears to be this, (and indeed with the advantage of the notes subjoined to 
the transcripts in both instances, it is surprising that one should have ever entertained any doubt upon 
the subject,) that Melanchthon haring seen the observations which bear the name of Martin Luther, in 
the copies of the Holy Bible respectively belonging to the Count Gleichcn and the Lady Wildefels, 
and struck no doubt with the appositeness of their expression, transferred them to this, his own copy, 
designedly or perhaps unconsciously preserving the general aspect of the hand in which they were 
written. 

Indeed more appropriate references to the sacred volume could not have been selected. That from 
the Count Gleichen’s copy is from the first chapter of Joshua, verse 8: 

" This book of the law shall not depart out of thy mouth : but thou shalt meditate therein day and 
night, that thou mayest observe to do according to all that is written therein : for then thou shalt make 
thy way prosperous, and then thou shalt have good success.” 

That from the Lady Wildcfel’s copy is from the Book of Proverbs, chapter xxx., verse 5: 

“ Every word of God is pure : he is a shield unto them that put their trust in him.” 

That on the reverse of the title is from the Gospel of St Luke, chapter x., verse 26 : 

" He said unto him, what is written in the law ? How readest thou ?” 

That which has been cut away was apparently from St Paul’s Epistle to the Romans, chapter xv., 
verse 4 : 

“ For whatsoever things were written aforetime were written for our learning, that we through 
patience and comfort of the scriptures might have hope.” 
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PL*ATE XXXIII. 


I. llomeri Opera , Grace, 2 tom. Venetns apud Aldum , 1524. 8vo. 

In the observations upon No. ix., Plate XI., the reader will perceive that some slight notice was taken 
of this work, and a few fac-similes were given for the purpose of substantiating the opinion which 
the author, relying solely on internal evidence, then entertained of its having been illustrated by the 
pen of Melanchthon. At the sale of Dr. Kloss’s library it was purchased by Messrs. Payne and Foss, 
and by them subsequently sold for a very trifling consideration. Convinced however of its authenticity, 
and consequently extremely desirous to obtain possession of it, the author treated for it with the person 
into whose hands it had fallen ; during which proceeding he made that discovery of the signature of 
Melanchthon, which at once established his previous judgment, and has induced him to devote this 
additional plate to the illustration of it, in conjunction with another volume of equal interest, recently 
acquired by the British Museum. 

The first volume of the above work, comprising the Iliad, is illustrated with numerous marginal 
annotations, from the pen of Melanchthon, of which seventeen fac-similes are given in the present plate. 
The four metrical lines in Greek, (specimen 1), to which is attached the abridged autograph of Melan- 
chthon alluded to, occur on the lower margin of the reverse of folio 13. Specimens 2 to 11 give the 
various styles in which the notes are executed. The more minute hand in specimens 2 and 3 from this 
volume correspond precisely with the minute round liand in specimen 8, No. n., Plate IX., — specimens 
12 and 13, No. xv., Plate VIII., — specimens 4 and 5, No. vl, Plate XII., and elsewhere. The character 
of the writing in specimen 6 is precisely the same as that used by Melanchthon in his letters before 1530 ; 
see No. m., Plate XXIV., and No. i., Plate XXV. The writing in specimen 7 presents more of a cursive 
character; while that in specimens 8 to 11 is more coarse, a circumstance merely arising from the bad- 
ness of the pen. 

Some of the marginal notes are very neatly written with red ink in the round Italian hand, frequently 
used by Melanchthon, and more especially in some portions of his Common-Place Book. Of this 
particular hand, six specimens (from 12 to 17 inclusive) have been selected, with the view of showing 
the several gradations in size: the character and style of the last specimen, though the writing is 
smaller, being precisely the same as that of the two metrical lines. No. 36, Plate XXI.; taken from the 
Common Place-Book, as being the neatest and most elegant specimen of Melanchthon's penmanship 
occurring in that extraordinary volume. 

The fact of the autograph of Melanchthon in this volume having so long escaped notice is very 
singular: Not only had the volume been examined by the author, as he thought, very carefully, but it 

is to be presumed that after having been purchased as being illustrated with notes by Melanchthon, it 
was not rejected by Messrs. Payne and Foss as unworthy of consideration, without being previously 
subjected to a minute inspection. Hud it been discovered previous to the sale of Dr. Kloss’s Collection, 
methinks it would have assisted to a certain degree in removing that total disbelief of the truth of the 
assertions I had made respecting the writings in the several volumes, and more especially in that, the 
most interesting and valuable of all, Melanchthon’s Common Place-Book. 

II. Biblia Sacra Latina. ....... Lugduni apud S. Giuntum, 1546. 

“ This precious and inestimable volume,” says Mr. Evans, in his sale catalogue of 29th June, in the 
present year, “was consigned to me from Germany in 1833. It is replete with autograph notes of the 
venerable Reformer, and will be viewed with admiration and delight by every pious Protestant. On the 
fly leaf of the cover is a long autograph note of the celebrated Reformer Bugenhagen, dated Aug. 1 0, 
1553.” It was bought at the sale alluded to by Mr. Pickering, from whom it has been purchased by the 
Trustees of the British Museum. It is “ enriched with an immense profusion of manuscript notes by 
the illustrious Reformer Melanthon.” Indeed, the margins throughout are literally covered with 
manuscript annotations; not however all, nor indeed the greater portion, by the hand of Melanchthon. 
The writing most predominant in the volume is evidently of the person to whom it subsequently 


belonged, ascertained by bis remarks appended to tire words “ Sem — Cham — Japliel " in the autograph 
of Melanchthon at the lower part of page 4. Another handwriting occurs on the left side of page 110 
and on the upjrer part of page 115. On the title page is the autograph of the person to whom the 
volume belonged in 1632, and on the right hand margin of some of the pages following, are notes 
apparently by the same person. At the bottom of the last page is a note indicating that the volume was 
purchased at Wittemberg in February 1553. A chronological table in manuscript, occupying several 
leaves, follows ; this is in the autograph of another person, as may be seen by the date on the right 
hand corner of the first page " A\ 1570. 18. die August, fyc.” ten years after the death of Melanchthon. 

The first specimen we have selected, is a line which occurs on the title page, underneath which, just 
above the words “jure me tenet ” in the original, some name has evidently been erased. The character 
of this hand is identically the same as that used by Melanchthon in a note on the fly leaf of his 
Common Place-Book; see specimen. No. m., Plate XV. It occurs also in the index to that volume, 
of which two specimens are given in No. 2, Plate XVI.; wherein occur the initials <J>. M., precisely in 
the same style as in specimens 4, 7 and 8 from the present volume. 

The second specimen is a note from the left hand margin of page 437 ; this, though differing in 
size, is precisely the same in character as specimens 3, 4 and 5. The third is from the left margin of 
page 437. The fourth comprises four metrical lines applicable to a wood-cut, representing the burning 
of Shadrach, Meschach and Abed-nego — Daniel, cap. III. The fifth is from the lower margin of 
page 373. 

The sixth specimen is a fac-simile of the first two and last two lines of a note on the upper part of 
page 426. Here we have a cursive hand, presenting a different character from that generally used by 
Melanchthon ; a circumstance which appeal's to have arisen from its having been written with the side 
of the pen, apparently in like manner as specimens 4 and 5. 

The seventh specimen gives the first six lines of an epigram by Melanchthon, commencing on the 
upper part of page 423 : the sixth line is interrupted with a note in German on the margin, down 
which the epigram then continues ; the last line, to which the initials cj>. M. are again affixed, is given in 
specimen 8, together with the date of the year, and in the original (here accidentally omitted) the day 
of the month, “ 15. Novem .” The character of the hand, which is here very firmly written, presents a 
different appearance from that in any of the previous specimens, being identical in character with the 
writing occurring in the Common Pluce-Book, pages 362, 363 and 364, of which style specimens are 
given in Nos. 42 and 41* in Plate XXI. There are also some notes in a thick round hand, very 
similar to that to be found on pages 565, 803 and S04, in the Common Place-Book, of which a speci- 
men is given No. 20, Plate XVIII. 

The ninth and last specimen is a fac-simile of a note to the First Book of Genesis, on the upper part 
of page I., with the initials 0. M. The writing here most approaches to that used by Melanchthon in 
his epistolary correspondence, of which character a coarser specimen occurs on the lower part of 
page 385, and occasionally elsewhere throughout the volume. 


THE END. 



1. DAW. PRINTER. lj, QEF.EX STREET. KING STREET. iOXG ACRE. 
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